Executive Director Aryasinha assess Sri Lanka’s current relations in Central Asia

August 21, 2024

Ambassador Ravinatha Aryasinha, Executive Director of the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute
(LKI), participated in the inaugural 'Central Asia Forum' on August 21, 2024, in Colombo. The
event, hosted by Sri Lanka's Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with the Geopolitical
Cartographer, aimed to explore Central Asia's growing geopolitical and economic significance
and opportunities for Sri Lanka.

In a panel moderated by Mr. Erik Solheim, International Advisory Council Member of
Geopolitical Cartographer, Ambassador Aryasinha noted that while Sri Lanka's political
relations with Central Asian countries are strong—evident in their support during UN Human
Rights Council resolutions—economic ties remain weak.

He further stated that the region’s central involvement in various international organizations
such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA) with Eurasian powers such as China, Russia,
India, Pakistan and Turkey, as well economic and defence partnerships with Western powers,
also presents unique diplomatic opportunities for Sri Lanka.
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