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These Takeaways summarise insights from discussions at LKI events in 2017. They are not the views of  the reporting author or 
the institutional views of  LKI, and are not a complete report of  the events.



This collection of  “takeaways” aims to inform its readers in two ways. First, it 
aims to convey the perspectives of  global thought leaders on the changing 
dynamics of  the world order, to help readers better understand these 
dynamics. From President Trump’s new agenda, Brexit and other possible 
departures from the European Union (EU), to new directions in global 
economic growth, the pushback on human rights and crises of  climate 
change, the scale and speed of  these changing dynamics have confounded 
even experienced observers of  international relations. Numerous leaders and 
experts have recently spoken at the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute (LKI), to 
present their understanding and predictions of  these changing global 
dynamics. This collection of  takeaways summarises their valuable insights in 
what we hope is a readable, and easily digestible format.

Second, this collection of  takeaways suggests ways in which national and 
foreign policy can be reoriented to face the challenges of  these new global 
dynamics, while achieving enduring policy goals — including those of  peace, 
justice, prosperity and sustainability. While some global thought leaders who 
spoke at LKI provided explicit policy recommendations, others made more 
implicit suggestions as to how policymakers can respond to changing global 
dynamics, and meet new challenges. This collection of  takeaways therefore 
also aims to convey possible pathways for policymakers, especially in Sri 
Lanka, on how to tackle (i) geopolitical, (ii) economic, and (iii) normative 
issues of  the changing world order. 

This collection is accordingly divided into three parts which, respectively, 
address these three different contexts of  change. The first part, on  “A 
Changing Geopolitical Order,” includes summaries of  insights by leading 
experts in Asia, Europe and North America. It illuminates four contemporary 
aspects of  international affairs that are relevant for Sri Lanka: post-Brexit 
Europe and the international order; the Trump Presidency; the future of  the 
Commonwealth; and the crisis among members of  the Gulf  Cooperation 
Council. The views of  the global experts that spoke at LKI on these topics 
were largely in agreement; that multilateral agreements and alliances will 
prove more difficult in view of  the current geopolitical changes, but that 
stability can still be achieved by not abandoning these multilateral 
arrangements entirely, by developing smaller ‘minilateral’ and bilateral 
agreements, and by investing deeply in women and youth. 

The second part of  this collection, on the “New Dynamics of  Economic 
Growth,” summarises the perspectives of  regional experts from Sri Lanka, 
India and Australia. It presents an outlook for world trade growth, and then 
details economic trends in the region, from the growth trajectories of  China 
and India, to the Belt and Road Initiative in Sri Lanka, and Sri Lanka-India 
economic relations. It also covers prospects for BIMSTEC as a regional 
organisation, and what to expect in East Asian trade, and Asian economic 
integration. A common theme of  this second part is that in 2018 and beyond, 
China and India will be increasingly important to Sri Lanka’s development, 
and that understanding the dynamics of  these markets and the thinking of  
their national governments will be crucial to Sri Lanka’s success. 

Executive
Summary



The third and final part of  this collection encapsulates expert views on 
“Evolving Norms and Institutions” around the globe, including on: the future 
of  liberal democracy; climate change and sustainable development; economic, 
social and cultural rights; transitional justice; and trends in resolving maritime 
disputes. Each of  these topics is key to Sri Lanka’s national agenda, given its 
democratic heritage and system, its natural resources, ongoing process of  
constitutional reform, post-conflict issues, and ambitions to be a hub of  the 
Indian Ocean. The government of  Sri Lanka has prioritised the development 
of  good governance at a national level, and of  a rules-based order at a regional 
level. This third and final part summarises insights as to how these priorities on 
governance can be implemented, despite evident and continuing hurdles, so 
that Sri Lanka can progress with transparency, meritocracy, and with strong 
institutions to facilitate fair national and regional orders.  

The year 2018 will be the first full year of  Sri Lanka’s journey to achieving its 
“Vision 2025” — to become a vibrant centre of  the Indian Ocean, which must 
progress as a region of  stability and sustainable development. We are grateful to 
the many leaders and experts who have spoken at LKI, and shared their 
extensive experience and innovative ideas towards these national and regional 
objectives, which we hope we have valuably summarised in this collection. 

Anishka De Zylva and Dinusha Panditaratne
December 2017
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Hon. Laurent Fabius on Post-Brexit 
Europe and the International Order

Three key takeaways from Hon. Laurent Fabius’ lecture:

1. Brexit may significantly change the global order, as the UK could    
 modify its position towards NATO and the UN Security Council, 
 and will probably strengthen its ties to the US. The EU’s relative     
 weight in the G8 and G20 may be weaker without the UK.
2. In a post-Brexit world, Europe must preserve its values and achievements,  
 such as European law and the single market. It could be helpful to establish  
 a “Europe of  Three Circles” system, which would allow countries to   
 integrate into the EU at a suitable pace that is based on national 
 priorities and capacity.
3. Europe will continue to be a leading economic partner of  Sri Lanka,   
  absorbing nearly a third of  Sri Lanka’s exports, and providing a major  
  source of  financing for Sri Lanka’s infrastructure. 

Introduction
◆ The Hon. Laurent Fabius, President of  the Constitutional Council of    
 France and former Prime Minister of  France, delivered a lecture at    
 LKI on 14 February 2017 on “Europe and the International Order,    
 Post-Brexit.” The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, Minister of  Foreign   
  Affairs of  Sri Lanka and Chairman of  LKI made the introductory   
  address.

Takeaways from Hon. Fabiu’s Lecture
◆ Hon. Laurent Fabius observed the growing ‘Euroscepticism’ in     
 Europe, and how this has led to mistrust in the European Union (EU)’s  
 capacity to take concrete action.
◆ Hon. Fabius stated that, in his view, Brexit is a ‘lose-lose’ situation for both  
 the UK and Europe, resulting in three types of  uncertainties and 
 possible divisions.

First, Brexit begins a period of  uncertainty as to how a state formally  
   exits  the EU, including its rules on customs, border control, residency,  
   and rights. This uncertainty is particularly damaging for the     
   economic sector.

Second, Brexit could also jeopardise unity within the UK. Scotland  
   and Northern Ireland voted to remain as part of  the EU, while the UK  
   as a whole voted for Brexit. Scotland may push for another 
   referendum to stay within the EU.

Third, there may be changes to the international order, as the UK   
   could modify its position towards NATO and the UN Security 

“Europe must both 
preserve and build. 
Preserve its values 
and achievements, 

the most important 
of  which are 

European law and 
the single market, 

[and] build, not only 
in the economic and 
social sphere, but in 
all priority fields ...”

– Hon. Laurent Fabius
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   Council, and will probably strengthen its ties to the US. The EU’s    
   relative weight in the G8 and G20 may be weakened without the UK.   
◆ With regard to Europe in particular, Hon. Fabius presented three possible  
 post-Brexit scenarios:

A ‘soft Brexit’ – where the UK could leave the single market without   
   cutting  its access to the European Market; similar to the position of    
   Norway and  Switzerland.

A ‘hard Brexit’ – where the UK would totally break from the EU’s    
   system of  law and adopt new national legislation to fill in the gaps.

An ‘uncertain Brexit’ – where the absence of  the UK would lead to the  
   remaining 27 European member states going in different and 
   contradictory directions.
◆ Hon. Fabius also elaborated on the scheme of  an ‘Europe of  Three Circles’,  
 to build a coherent union of  27 countries. The scheme would establish a 
 differentiated Europe which would allow the most willing countries to    
 advance together at the same pace, without obstacles from countries that are  
 not ready for greater integration. The ‘Europe of  Three Circles’ scheme   
 would involve:

A ‘First Circle’ – uniting countries that are willing to forge deep     
   economic  and social integration. This smaller group of  countries    
   would manage their economies together and develop the institutional,  
   financial, and legal mechanisms needed for close integration.

A ‘Second Circle’ – comprising all 27 member states of  the EU; some  
   of  whom could gradually integrate into the First Circle, at their own   
   pace.

A ‘Third Circle’ – which would be open to countries that are 
   geographically close to Europe but are not members of  the EU, such 
   as Turkey.
◆ Hon. Fabius highlighted that the architecture of  this scheme would be 
 advantageous in bridging the need to uphold the values of  Europe, on the  
 one hand, and the growing sense of  Euroscepticism, on the other.
◆ Hon. Fabius observed that Europe continues to be a leading economic    
 partner of  Sri Lanka, absorbing nearly one third of  Sri Lanka’s exports and  
 providing a  major source of  financing for Sri Lanka’s infrastructure. He   
 also stated that Europe is devising a plan to allocate more than 250 million  
 Euros for new  projects in Sri Lanka by the year 2020.
◆ He noted that the EU lifted its embargo on Sri Lanka’s fisheries products   
 last  year, and that the European Commission this year recommended the   
 renewal of  GSP+, stating that there is “every reason to believe” that the 
 recommendation will be adopted.



Razeen Sally on the Global Order 
and Asia in the Age of  Trump
JANUARY 2017

Three key takeaways from Professor Razeen Sally’s 
presentation:

1. The most desirable scenario for Sri Lanka is a scenario in which the US   
 remains centrally engaged in the Asia-Pacific region. The alternatives are  
 undesirable for Sri Lanka’s economy and security.
2. Regional peace and security has enabled East Asia to develop and South   
 Asia to catch up. Diminished US leadership and engagement in the region  
 could result in a stagnation or reversal of  economic and political 
 development.
3. China has not traditionally provided international or regional public    
 goods. China may also not be able to provide global leadership in an    
 equivalent manner to the US, because it faces significant domestic     
 political and economic challenges.

Introduction

◆ Professor Razeen Sally, Associate Professor at the Lee Kuan Yew      
 School of  Public Policy of  the National University of  Singapore, was the   
 keynote speaker at a LKI Foreign Policy Round Table on 6 January 2017,  
 where he spoke on “The Global Order and Asia in the Age of  Trump:   
 What it means for Sri Lanka.”
◆ The round table was attended by senior officials of  the Ministry of      
 Foreign Affairs and the diplomatic corps, as well as by heads of  leading   
 private sector organisations, representatives of  other governmental     
 bodies, international organisations, think tanks, and the media.

Takeaways from Professor Sally’s Presentation 
◆ Professor Razeen Sally presented three scenarios that could occur under 
 a Trump administration, and considered their implications for Sri Lanka.

First, the US continues to maintain leadership and engagement in    
   Asia through the provision of  regional and international public goods.  
   This  would ensure regional peace and security, and facilitate further   
   globalisation and prosperity in Asia.

The implications of  this first scenario for Sri Lanka could include    
   market reforms, ethnic reconciliation, a liberal polity, and a      
   balanced foreign policy featuring good relations with China, India,   
   Europe, and the US.

“Continued American 
engagement, and 

leadership in 
providing those 

international and 
regional public 

goods … would be 
good news for Asia 

because it would 
continue to secure 

the ‘Asian Pax,’ and 
provide the 

environment for 
Asia to globalise, 

grow, and prosper.”
– Razeen Sally
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 Second, the US becomes more protectionist and isolationist, 
   especially on the security front. This could lead to more Chinese   
   opportunism, particularly in the South China Sea, the East China   
   Sea, on land, and in the Indian Ocean. Chinese opportunism,    
   however, is unlikely to translate into a power shift of  China taking   
   over from the US.
 The implications of  this second scenario for Sri Lanka could     
   include a prolonging of  Sri Lanka’s present state, which       
   includes no serious economic reforms, ethnic tension without     
   outright conflict, and a foreign policy that drifts back to China,    
   resulting in weaker relations with India and the West.

Third, the US disengages from the region. Diminished US 
   leadership in the region would leave more space for China to play a  
   more influential role. This may translate into higher levels of  
   disorder, with a serious upset in the balance of  power. That kind of   
   geopolitics could translate into economic and political uncertainty.
 The implicationsof  this third scenario for Sri Lanka could include   
   a statist economy, greater reliance on China in our foreign      
   policy, an illiberal democracy, and higher levels of  corruption.
◆ The most desirable scenario for Sri Lanka is the first, in which the US   
 remains central to the region. The alternatives are undesirable for the   
 economy and for security.
◆ Sri Lanka should maintain its level of  engagement with the US, even   
 under a Trump administration, and be cautious in assuming that the US  
 is diminishing as a global power.
◆ The US has a tried and tested constitution with checks and balances,   
 which  would constrain President Trump and assist in maintaining the   
 global  role played by the US.
◆ The US has provided essential international and regional public goods   
 that have facilitated openness and stability. Those public goods cannot be  
 provided at the same level by any other region or country, such as Europe  
 or China, at least in the foreseeable future.
◆ The US provides public goods related to security in Asia in the form   
 of  “boots on the ground,” the Fifth and Seventh fleets, key bilateral    
 relationships, and treaty alliances.
◆ The US also provides public goods related to economics in the form of   
 global  value chains, and openness to trade and capital flows.
◆ These international public goods  have contributed to regional peace   
 and security in Asia.
◆ Regional peace and security has enabled East Asia to develop and South  
 Asia to catch up. Diminished US leadership and engagement in the    
 region could result in the reversal of  this trend, or a prolonging 
 of  the current levels of  economic and political development.
◆ China does not have a tradition of  providing international or regional   
 public  goods. In addition, China would not be in a position to provide   
 global  leadership for the foreseeable future, as the country is tackling a   
 host of  domestic political and economic challenges.
◆ It is not possible for states to combine forces to provide international and  
 regional public goods, as concerts of  international cooperation require   
 US  leadership to be highly effective.
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Canadian Parliamentarians on the Role 
of  the Commonwealth in the New 
World Order
NOVEMBER 2017

“In a world plagued 
by disagreement 
and disorder, the 
Commonwealth 

framework provides 
a degree of  stability,

 justice and trust.”
– Hon. Salma Ataullahjan

Three key takeaways from the round table with Canadian 
parliamentarians of  the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association:

1. The Commonwealth is valuable in the current world order, which is 
 characterised by political and economic uncertainty. A common set of  values  
 from a diverse set of  nations would help create structure and stability in an   
 uncertain order.  
2. The voices of  women, youth, LGBTQIA people and other minorities must  
 be amplified within parliaments and legislative assemblies of  
 Commonwealth countries.
3. This is not a time for complacency. The Commonwealth must become more  
 active, especially in light of  the “Commonwealth Heads of  Government   
 Meeting London 2018.”

Introduction

◆ Ms. Yasmin Ratansi, MP, and Hon. Salma Ataullahjan, Senator, addressed   
 a LKI Foreign Policy Round Table on “The Role of  the Commonwealth in  
 the New World Order,” on 9 November 2017.
◆ Hon. Thomas Mulcair, MP PC, and Mr. Matt Jeneroux, MP, also 
 contributed to  the round table discussion.
◆ The round table was attended by the High Commissioners of  Canada and   
 Bangladesh, representatives from the Australian, British and South African  
 High Commissions, the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, and representatives of    
 non-profits and think tanks.
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja, Chair of     
 LKI’s Global Economy Programme.
 Takeaways from the Canadian Parliamentarians’ Presentations
Gender Equality and Feminist Foreign Policy

◆ Twelve Commonwealth countries do not have a single woman in their 
 parliament.
◆ However, in Rwanda, 64% of  seats in parliament are occupied by women.
◆ Furthermore, in Bangladesh, if  52% of  women participated in the job    
 market, GDP would increase by at least 3%.
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Youth Involvement and Engagement

◆ Among the two billion citizens of  Commonwealth countries, 60% are   
 below the age of  30.
◆ The Commonwealth and some of  its member states have already taken  
 the initiative to engage with youth to a certain extent.     
◆ The Commonwealth Youth Council integrates young people into the   
 development work of  the Commonwealth, and Canada’s Prime Minister  
 is also simultaneously the Minister of  Intergovernmental Affairs 
 and Youth.   
◆ Youth must be engaged more consistently on a broader range of  issues,  
 not only on youth-related ones (such as tuition fees).

Human Rights within the Commonwealth

◆ The Commonwealth, by issuing a strong statement condemning 
 Myanmar (the first time that the group has issued such a statement), has  
 staked out a role for itself  in the new world order. 
◆ Commonwealth human rights experts offered their technical assistance to 
 Sri  Lanka, to ensure equality and non-discrimination in the new 
 constitution.
◆ The Commonwealth can build on political and economic synergies    
 among member states, to help developing nations stabilise governance   
 structures and  uphold the rule of  law.

Takeaways from the Round Table Discussion
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

◆ States must understand SDG goals in the context of  gender issues.
◆ Developing states must secure commitment from their governments to   
 achieve SDG 1 (No Poverty) or SDG 5 (Gender Equality) through    
 increases in GDP resulting from higher female participation in the    
 labour force.
◆ While some Commonwealth countries uphold intersectionality of  race,  
 class, gender and other demographic factors related to SDG 5, they still  
 maintain a policy of  non-interference in foreign political affairs due to   
 the differing cultural norms, for example, Canada.   
Common Law within the Commonwealth

◆ The common law, associated with Commonwealth countries, may have a  
 role to play within the normative and legal gaps of  the new world order.
◆ However, Canada and Cameroon have also integrated civil law into their  
 judiciary. Common law must be acknowledged; however, it is more 
 important to emphasise the common values underpinning common law.
◆ Cynicism towards common law can emerge in countries when the    
 executive, legislative and judicial branches are not wholly independent.

Strengthened Commonwealth Economic Relations

◆ The International Monetary Fund (IMF) predicts that the world econo  
 my will grow at 3.7% in 2018, bringing opportunities with the recovery  
 of  trade and investment among industrialised countries; nevertheless,   
 political and policy risks remain.
◆ The Canadian-Caribbean Twinning Initiative involves cooperative 
 engagement to capitalise on states’ bilateral needs through trade 
 negotiations and better governance.
◆ Historical trade patterns and Commonwealth institutions could help   
 foster increased trade and investment in an uncertain world economy.   
 Researchers should explore trade creation resulting from the 
 “Commonwealth effect.”
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Three key takeaways from the round table with 
Professor Sultan Barakat: 
1. Qatar is currently facing an extensive crisis in its regional relations, that  
 has damaged both its economic and societal ties. 
2. The Gulf  Cooperation Council (GCC) has failed to solve the crisis    
 between Qatar and its other members, primarily Saudi Arabia, the UAE,  
 and Bahrain. This reduces the GCC's role as a mediator, and the GCC  
 may not survive the crisis. 
3. The geopolitics of  the Arab world are changing as a result of  the crisis. It  
 has led to a strengthening of  Qatar’s relationship with Turkey, and    
 opened up  the possibility of  a future alliance between Qatar and Iran.
 
 

Introduction

◆ Professor Sultan Barakat, Founding Director of  the Center for Conflict  
 and Humanitarian Studies at the Doha Institute of  Graduate Studies,   
 Qatar,  addressed a LKI Foreign Policy Round Table on “The Current   
 Gulf  Crisis and its Impact on the GCC,” on 16 November 2017.
◆ The round table, organised in collaboration with the Center for 
 Humanitarian  Affairs in Sri Lanka, was attended by LKI Board 
 Members, the Ambassador for Turkey and Oman, and diplomatic    
 representatives from Qatar, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Iran, Iraq,  
 and Afghanistan. Representatives from think tanks and international   
 organisations were also present. 
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Dinusha Panditaratne, Executive  
 Director of  LKI. 

Takeaways from the Professor Barakat’s Lecture 
Scale of  the Current Gulf  Crisis

◆ The ongoing crisis in Qatar is rooted not only in the political realities of   
 the Middle East, but also in an intellectual culture that is hostile to    
 freedom of  thought. 
◆ The blockade on Qatar by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt, and Bahrain  
 began on 5 June 2017. Communications were severed overnight; flights  
 between Qatar and the blockading countries were suspended.

Sultan Barakat on the Current Gulf  
Crisis and its Impact on the GCC
DECEMBER 2017

–  Sultan Barakat

“Will the GCC survive? 
The signs are not 

positive since GCC 
meetings have 

been postponed ... 
it could lead to the 

freezing of  the GCC 
as an entity and 

[the entity] becoming 
gradually less relevant 

and with time _ the end 
of  the organisation 

as we know it today.”
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◆ Qatari citizens resident in blockading countries were asked to leave within  
 a matter of  days, and the thirty years of  market integration between   
 Qatar and the other GCC members were broken. 
◆ The blockade cut off  90% of  Qatar’s supplies, which came via the ports  
 in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, or via the road network of  Saudi Arabia. 
◆ Qataris only experienced 24 hours of  food shortages due to (1) Qatar’s   
 well designed food security policies, which were adopted in partnership   
 with Turkey, and (2) the efficiency with which Qatar Airlines transformed  
 its fleet into cargo carriers.
◆ The largest economic impact of  the blockade has been on the 
 construction sector. An estimated USD150 million needs to be spent   
 every week towards the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, and delays add    
 considerable costs to the system. 
◆ Around 15,000 families were directly affected by the crisis. They include  
 citizens in inter-country marriages, students that have had to abandon   
 their studies, and Qataris working in blockading countries who have had to  
 leave their jobs. 

Accusations against Qatar

◆ On 22 June 2017, 13 conditions for the blockade to end were issued by   
 the blockading nations. Qatar considered these demands to be 
 unreasonable and unfeasible, and doubted the genuineness of  blockading  
 nations in imposing such conditions. 
◆ The three main accusations against Qatar are: (1) its finance and support  
 of  terrorist organisations; (2) their intervention in the internal affairs of   
 other countries; and (3) Qatar’s relationship with Iran.

 Qatar has been accused of  supporting the Muslim Brotherhood. 
  However, the Qatari position is that the Muslim Brotherhood cannot  
  be equated to a terrorist organisation. Qatar should, however, 
  investigate  its links to groups such as the Taliban, Al Nusra Front, 
  and Al Qaeda.

 Qatar has offered a safe haven to prominent politicians of  opposition  
  parties  from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain, triggering  
  allegations of  Qatari intervention in the internal affairs of  
  these countries. 

 Qatar disagrees with Trump’s harsh rhetoric against Iran. Given the  
  substantial gas reserve shared between Qatar and Iran, it is in Qatar’s  
  best interest to maintain political relations with neighbouring Tehran. 

 Previously, as a response to Saudi Arabian pressure against Iran,   
  Qatar had withdrawn its Ambassador to Iran in 2014, only to receive  
  demands by Saudi Arabia to issue stronger statements against Tehran.
   
Survival of  the GCC and its Geopolitical Consequences

◆ There are signs the GCC will not survive the current crisis, as indicated   
 by the postponing of  meetings. Saudi Arabia is likely aware that both   
 Kuwait and Oman are unlikely to agree to Qatar leaving the GCC; and   
 for any major GCC decision, there must be a consensus from all countries. 
◆ Qatar has traditionally viewed itself  as a small country squeezed between  
 big  neighbours, and believed that it was best to remain neutral with 
 neighbouring states. Qatar has, instead, focused on strengthening alliances  
 with global superpowers. 
◆ The consequences of  a post-GCC world for Qatar include an inevitable   
 opening up to Iran. Qatar’s geographic connection to Iran would facilitate  
 the efficient transfer of  goods and supplies. A joint defence and construction  
 venture between Qatar and Iran is more likely if  the blockade continues. 
◆ Qatar has also strengthened its economic and defence ties with Turkey.   
 Trade from the onset of  the crisis in June is equal to trade in the whole   
 year before the crisis. A previously planned Turkish base in Qatar has   
 now been accelerated. 
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◆ By not retaliating or escalating the crisis, Qatar has been winning 
 international diplomatic support. 

◆ Muslim-majority nations, including Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, and   
 Nigeria, have remained neutral on the Gulf  crisis, affirming that the issue  
 should be resolved through mediation by Kuwait.  

Takeaways from the Round Table Discussion 
On the Politics of  the Arab World

◆ The expectation was that Saudi Arabia’s leverage: (1) in expatriate labour,  
 (2) financial transfers to countries such as Pakistan, and (3) as a source of   
 energy, would induce many countries to join the blockade. However, this  
 reality did not materialise.
◆ Iran exports almost 100% of  its oil and gas through the Strait of  Hormuz.  
 Saudi Arabia is reducing the volume of  oil being sent through Hormuz,  
 using alternative channels via Jeddah and the Red Sea because of  Iranian  
 control of  the Hormuz. The UAE has also recently opened a pipeline to  
 bypass the strait.  
◆ In the Emir of  Qatar’s recent speech to the Shura Council (the Qatari   
 Parliament), he stated that Saudi Arabia may respond to Qatar’s 
 introduction of  elections to the Shura Council. Professor Barakat noted  
 that Saudis aspire to a constitutional monarchy with an elected 
 parliament, which  Qatar is already moving towards. 

On Western Interests and Interactions in the Middle East

◆ There are three broad interests that the US has with regards to the    
 Middle East: (1) combating Iranian influence in the Middle East, (2)   
 resolving the Israel-Palestine conflict, and (3) promoting US domestic job  
 creation, through agreements with Middle Eastern nations. 

 Regarding Iranian influence, the US sees Saudi Arabia as a vital   
  partner for dismantling the Iran nuclear deal. 

 Regarding the Israeli-Palestine conflict, the US perceives Hamas as   
  an actor that is impeding the peace process, and is concerned about  
  Qatar’s support for Hamas. 

 US job creation is achieved through the defence industry and military  
  contracts with Middle Eastern countries. Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and   
  other countries in the Middle East have signed contracts with the US  
  to gain favour and ultimately buy support.
◆ Qatar has twice provided a safe haven for Western countries; during the  
 incident of  the Al Udeid air base and in the establishment of  Al Jazeera. 

 The Al Udeid air base was originally located in Saudi Arabia. 
  However, after the rise of  Bin Laden, Saudi Arabia asked the US to  
  leave (due to  US military presence on Islamic holy ground). Qatar  
  welcomed the US  and paid for the infrastructure of  Al Udeid, on the  
  condition of  the longevity of  the air base. 

 Al Jazeera was originally a joint project by Saudi Arabia and the   
  BBC, until the Al-Yamamah scandal broke out (wherein the UK was  
  caught  supplying weapons to Saudi Arabia). Saudi Arabia was    
  alarmed and pulled support for the channel, before Al Jazeera    
  released its first report on Al-Yamamah. Qatar intervened and    
  provided the BBC with the freedom of  press to operate independently  
  in Doha. 
  
On Conflict Resolution 

◆ The GCC could be dismantled, since group meetings have been    
 postponed twice. Silence from the group indicates that an internal    
 resolution is unlikely to take place.
◆ Traditionally, during a time of  internal crisis, the King of  Saudi Arabia  
 has played the role of  mediator. However, current King Salman has   
 shown an unwillingness to play the role of  moderator. 
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Three key takeaways from Dr. Harsha Singh’s presentation: 

1. The global trade outlook for 2017 has improved with somewhat faster     
 global  trade expected in 2017 compared with 2016.  
2. There is a need to separate the rhetoric of  the political sphere and the ground    
 reality, when looking at the mechanics and application of  US trade policy.
3. The World Trade Organization (WTO) remains the most hopeful      
 normative framework on trade, particularly for smaller countries such as   
 Sri Lanka, to negotiate better trade partnerships.

Introduction
◆ Dr. Harsha Singh, Executive Director of  Brookings India, addressed a     
 LKI Foreign Policy Round Table on “The Outlook for World        
 Trade Growth, US Trade Policy, Asia, and the WTO,” on 26 July 2017. 
◆ The round table was attended by the Minister of  Foreign Affairs and 
 Chairman of  LKI, the High Commissioner of  Bangladesh, and 
 representatives from the Prime Minister’s Office, the Australian High 
 Commission, the Department of  Commerce, the World Bank, the Central   
 Bank of  Sri Lanka, Harvard Centre for International Development, and the   
 International Finance Corporation, as well as heads of  think tanks, academics,  
 and the private sector.  
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja, Chair of     
 the Global Economy Programme at LKI.

Takeaways from Dr. Singh’s Presentation
Outlook for World Trade Growth: Global Trade Slowdown Abating?

◆ Since the financial crisis of  2008, global trade has slowed significantly.     
 Prior to the crisis, the growth rate of  global trade was approximately     
 twice that of  global GDP growth.
◆ Global trade growth in 2017 is forecast to improve relative to 2016, led    
 by several Asian economies including India, China, the Philippines, and    
 Thailand.
◆ Global trade slowed down following the 2008 global financial crisis,      
 due to a combination of  cyclical and structural factors. Additionally, 
 several countries are adopting more protectionist policies.
◆ Despite the turn towards protectionism, the rate of  new trade restrictions    
 brought forward by countries in 2016-2017 appears to have reduced.

Harsha Singh on the Outlook for 
World Trade Growth
AUGUST 2017    

“The International 
Monetary Fund has 

forecasted … 
very good growth 

in several Asian 
economies including 

Indonesia, 
Philippines, 

and Thailand. 
So Asia is actually 
becoming a major 

centre of  providing 
growth prospects 

to the global 
economy.”
– Harsha Singh
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The Relevance of  the WTO

◆ The stalled WTO Doha Development Round of  multilateral negotiations  
 continues to impede the effectiveness of  the WTO’s trade negotiation    
 function.
◆ However, the WTO remains relevant as it contributes towards making    
 trade rules and has a valuable dispute settlement mechanism for 
 addressing trade grievances and disputes.
◆ The WTO could usefully become a forum for negotiating sector-specific   
 plurilateral agreements between member countries to overcome the     
 challenges in negotiating multilateral agreements.
◆ If  formal trade systems become weaker, it can lead to informal trade    
 relations, which can create further complications such as the overt linking  
 of  security issues and trade issues. 

US Trade Policy

◆ The US employs the language of  protectionism as a domestic political tool  
 but  still wants access to other global markets such as the EU and China.
◆ The US has stated that it wants to renegotiate current iterations of  FTAs   
 such as KORUS (US-Korea Free Trade Agreement), and the North     
 America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and withdraw from the 
 Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). However, the US is using features of  the  
 TPP as a model for new negotiations.
◆ US officials have stated that trade deficits with countries from which the  US  
 imports commodities such as petroleum are acceptable, but are wary of     
 maintaining trade deficits with countries that it believes hinder US exporters.

India’s FTA Strategy and the WTO

◆ India is emphasising building competitiveness and is reforming several    
 ‘behind the border’ issues (for example, the implementation of  an     
 India-wide goods and services tax).
◆ India is expected to become one of  the largest global consumers; this has   
 stimulated the need for better connections with outside markets through   
 FTAs.
◆ India is not a high tariff  country today; rather, India has “tariff  peaks” for  
 some sensitive sectors.  
◆ Despite domestic aversion to openness, evaluations indicate India’s FTAs   
 have brought net benefits to Indian  firms. Nonetheless, firms say that 
 non-tariff  barriers in overseas markets continue to pose challenges to    
 expanding trade.

Evolution of  Trade: Global Value Chains, Trade Facilitation, 
and Technology

◆ Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) through multinationals has advanced global  
 value chains (GVCs), and services have become a major component of  GVCs.
◆ Trade facilitation has become important in reducing trade costs for 
 participation in GVCs.
◆ Technologies (such as machine-to-machine communication) are changing  
 the  nature of  trade, and countries must be prepared to absorb and     
 implement those changes.

Takeaways from the Round Table Discussion

Sri Lanka’s Role in the WTO and Asymmetric Power Relations

◆ Sri Lanka does not have the negotiating power to set agendas in the WTO.   
 However, Sri Lanka should not detach itself  from significant trade 
 developments and should remain an active player through diplomatic     
 relations.

11
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WTO and its Relevance

◆ Plurilateral agreements will benefit Sri Lanka in the same manner that    
 they have benefited other developing countries like Chile and Vietnam.
◆ When negotiating trade agreements, Sri Lanka must present strong     
 arguments related to flexibility and differential treatment.
◆ The Doha Round has stalled because of  Non-Agricultural Market Access  
 (NAMA), rather than agriculture per se.
◆ The US, for instance, has requested India and China to open large parts   
 of  their market.
◆ The WTO should develop an innovative mechanism that improves 
 flexibility to solve such issues.

India: Global Trade and Bilateral Agreements

◆ India is investing in trade facilitation initiatives such as logistics 
 infrastructure upgrades, capacity building, and the possible 
 implementation of  a goods and services tax (GST), to streamline tax    
 structures in India and increase the efficiency and volume 
 of  domestic trade.
◆ India’s trade deficit with China is a concern to business, and the current   
 model of  increasing internal investment and exports to China has not 
 delivered the desired results.
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Ganeshan Wignaraja on The Dynamics 
of  China and India in the Future of  
Global Growth
NOVEMBER 2017    

Three key takeaways from Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja’s lecture:

1. Amid policy uncertainty, the IMF predicts a recovering global economy in  
 2018. Therefore, it is important to explore China and India’s respective   
 economic strategies, since both countries are increasingly dominating    
 global growth and trade.    
2. Both countries have adopted various reforms and used foreign investment  
 in a very strategic sense. However, their economies remain quite closed.   
 While maintaining very careful control over liberalisation, China and    
 India are growing incredibly fast and dominating the world economy.
3. If  the right kind of  economic policies are implemented, China is predicted  
 to slow with a soft landing and India is projected to grow faster. However,   
 many risks remain both, globally and nationally. For example, in the    
 long-run, China has to prepare for an aging population while India has to  
 focus on connecting its urban and rural sectors.

Introduction

◆ Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja,  Chair of  the Global Economy Programme at   
 LKI, delivered a lecture on “A Recovering Global Economy? 
 The Dynamics of  China and India in the Future of  Global Growth,” on   
 31 October 2017
◆ The lecture was followed by a panel discussion, which was moderated by   
 Dr. Indrajit Coomaraswamy, Governor of  the Central Bank of  Sri Lanka.
◆ Panelists included Hon. Dr. Harsha de Silva, Deputy Minister of  Policy   
 Planning and Economic Development, Dr. Sarala Fernando, former    
 Ambassador of  Sri Lanka, and Mr. James Crabtree, Visiting Senior     
 Research Fellow at the National University of  Singapore and 
 Contributing Editor to the Financial Times.
◆ Over 170 people attended the lecture and discussion. The audience     
 included officials of  the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and other government  
 institutions, the Sri Lankan military, Ambassadors and High 
 Commissioners, other members of  the diplomatic community, private    
 sector leaders and representatives, officials of  international organisations, 
 representatives of  think tanks, academics, students, the media, and the 
 general public.
       

“The rise of  China
and India is a

challenge as well
as an opportunity ...

Sri Lanka must
ensure that it

balances the interests 
of  both giants while

prioritising its own
objectives of  creating 
a highly competitive 

social market economy
at the centre of

the Indian Ocean
and improving its

standard of  living.”
–  Ganeshan Wignaraja
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Takeaways from Dr. Wignaraja’s Lecture 
Introduction

◆ The IMF predicts a global economic recovery in 2018. The world is 
 estimated to reach a growth rate of  3.7%. India is predicted to grow at   
 7.4%, whereas China is slowing to a rate of  6.5%. However, experts    
 affirm  that global growth will be increasingly driven by these two 
 developing nations.
◆ Over the last 50 years, China’s share of  global GDP has grown from   
  2.3% to a staggering 19.2%. India, on the other hand, was only able to  
  double its share from 2.9% to 8 %. Nevertheless, states made significant  
 advances in terms of  poverty reduction, taking almost 800 million people  
 out of  poverty (measured at a USD 1.90 poverty line) over 20 years.

A Comparison of  China and India’s Economic Growth

◆ China’s economy grew at an unprecedented rate of  10% per year for   
 three decades, which has not been matched by any other economy in   
 history. India grew at around 6% per year, which is also fairly rapid.
◆ The IMF states that the world economy is recovering after the 2008    
 financial crisis. However, global economic growth appears to be tepid at  
 3.7% growth per year. China’s growth is slowing to 6% compared to   
  previous growth rates of  10%, while India’s growth is predicted to 
 accelerate. Therefore, we should expect a change in the dynamic between  
 the two powers. Big shifts in the global economy are taking place, as the  
  US and Japan’s shares of  global GDP falls.
◆ Both giants followed a trade-led growth strategy; by the mid-2000s,    
 China was able to overtake the US as the world’s largest trader. Debates  
 on protectionism and non-tariff  barriers have stemmed from this scenario.
◆ As of  2015, China accounts for 13.1% of  global merchandise exports,   
 whereas India only makes up 1.7%. This is partly because China’s trade  
 has become sophisticated (geographically-distributed trade); it has    
 become the global factory through labour productivity and unmatched  
 economies of  scale.
◆ China is also leading in services exports. However, India dominates 
 information, communication and technology services.

Economic Reforms in China and India

◆ From 1978 onwards, China pursued gradual and coordinated economic  
 reforms that served as a catalyst for subsequent decades of  growth. The  
  reform programme, ‘Market Socialism with Chinese Characteristics,’ by  
 Deng Xiaoping, emphasised a strong role for the state alongside     
 controlled opening of  market forces.
◆ By comparison, India’s economic liberalisation did not begin until 1991 –  
 more than a decade later – and focused more narrowly on easing foreign  
 direct investment and import restrictions. India also increased the 
 investment limit of  small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and    
 permitted free  determi nation of  interest rates by banks.
◆ Today, firms in China enjoy a more competitive business environment   
 than their counterparts in India, with more market-friendly rules for   
  business start-ups regarding property registration, contract enforcement  
  and bankruptcy. Global indexes acknowledge these differences, with   
 China ranked 78  while India ranked 130 on the World Bank’s Ease of    
 Doing  Business Index 2017.
◆ Each state has a strong leader with an ambitious economic vision. 
 Xi Jinping became China’s President in 2012 and implemented ‘change  
 maker ’policies. These included: ending the One Child Policy to counter  
 an aging population, launching an anti-corruption drive to root out    
 corrupt officials and making the Renminbi (RMB) a world reserve    
 currency (as a step towards the RMB becoming a global currency).
◆ Meanwhile, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi assumed office in   
 2014 and has pursued a radical reform agenda over the last 3 years.  
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 He has implemented a flurry of  measures including (1) a nationwide sales  
 tax, (2) the ‘Make in India’ initiative, (3) demonetisation of  large currency  
 notes, (4) fiscal reform, (5) investment climate reform, and (6) new social  
 security programmes.

Outlook for China and India

◆ Growth in both countries will be driven not only by exports but also by  
 heightened domestic and Asian demand. Services – fuelled by      
 growing middle-class consumption – will play an increasingly important  
 part in China and India’s economic activity. India’s reforms have made  
 great strides and have begun to catch up with China; India’s youth    
 dividend is likely to drive this catch up.
◆ It also seems that China and India will switch places in terms of  short-  
 term future growth.
◆ However, many risks lie ahead which could negatively impact the two   
 states’ short-term growth outlook. These include political uncertainty,   
 protectionism (including President Trump’s ‘America First’ economic   
 nationalism), tighter global financial conditions, and weak productivity  
 growth.
◆ Among the many challenges, social inclusion is a big problem in India   
 and an aging population remains an obstacle for China. However, these  
 countries are likely to continue to expand if  they build on reforms while  
 addressing these problems.  

Takeaways from the Discussion 
The Changing Geopolitical Landscape

◆ The rise of  India and China was inevitable and has been accelerated by  
 Brexit and the appointment of  President Trump. Additionally, there are  
 four major powers in Eurasia (Narendra Modi, Xi Jinping Vladimir   
 Putin,  and Shinzō Abe) aiming to influence the global order. 
 In this context, Sri Lanka needs to address and prepare for future 
 political changes.
◆ The trajectory of  India and China’s respective geopolitical relations is   
 clear: China is becoming more distant from India and the US, while   
 India’s relationship with Japan and the US is strengthening.
◆ Sri Lanka could become a ‘realist’ in its observations of  China and India,  
 and make its contributions to international relations by promoting a   
 rules-based order to ensure some level of  predictability.
◆ In his second term, President Xi Jinping may attempt to restructure the  
 existing order in Asia to reflect China’s interests. Therefore, many Asian  
 countries may change their approach to international relations as a result  
 of  China’s rise.

 Countries like Laos and Cambodia are drawing on China’s growth  
   and aligning themselves with China’s regional ambitions.

 Others are forming alternative regional partnerships, exemplified in 
   developing India-US relations and the return of  the Indo-Pacific 
   Quadrilateral Security Dialogue.
◆ Arguably, the current model of  globalisation might be increasingly 
 questioned in Sri Lanka.

 Some of  this unease is evident in public demonstrations over the   
   South Asian Institute of  Technology and Medicine (SAITM). 
◆ However, rather than decelerating, globalisation will evolve from 
 financial integration and trade deals to mega-regional connectivity    
 initiatives like China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the smaller     
 Asia-Africa growth corridor, led by India and Japan.
  
Opportunities and Challenges

◆ The rise of  China and India is a challenge as well as an opportunity. 
 Sri Lanka must ensure that it balances the interests of  both giants while,  
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 prioritising its own objectives of  creating a highly competitive social    
 market economy at the centre of  the Indian Ocean, and improving its   
 standard of  living.

◆ Over 700 million people are expected to join China and India’s middle  
 class by 2030, and Sri Lanka should maximise this opportunity to    
 increase its exports in goods and services and attract foreign direct    
 investment.
◆ Various economic advantages could be secured if  partnership 
 agreements on preferential market access are finalised with China and   
 India.These advantages include boosts to trade, tourism, investment,   
 training and technology.
◆ As infrastructure (including ports, airports and roads) in both Sri Lanka  
 and India significantly improve, business between the two countries can  
 be conducted more effectively.
◆ Sri Lanka has an opportunity to benefit from its proximity to India,    
 particularly with the economically dynamic southern Indian states    
 (Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Telangana).
◆ Policy changes by the Modi government offer opportunities to advance  
 Sri Lanka’s interests.

Modi’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy assures smaller neighbouring   
   states of  India’s commitment to supporting regional stability.

Sri Lanka could also take advantage of  the potential success of  the  
   ‘Make in India’ strategy by joining the supply chains of  India’s    
   manufacturing sector.
◆ Sri Lanka’s relationship with China, in particular, could benefit 
 the country.

Sri Lanka’s location in the middle of  the maritime silk road is a    
   significant advantage, with China shifting billions of  dollars via 
   this route.

However, Sri Lanka must ensure that China uses the ports in a    
   manner agreeable to the global community and that Sri Lankan   
   allies can still access the ports for commercial purposes.
◆ There are many countries that are close to trade routes. Therefore, a   
 strong approach to good governance is a more effective route to 
 prosperity for Sri Lanka than merely focusing on location.
◆ Sri Lanka needs a flexible economy to respond to supply chain     
 disruptions  such as artificial intelligence.This could be achieved via    
 supply-side reforms (related to, for instance, education and connectivity).
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Ranee Jayamaha on the Belt and Road 
Initiative and Potential Economic Benefits 
to Sri Lanka
DECEMBER 2017  

“The BRI’s ambitious 
aim of  regional 

cooperation and 
integration is 

challenged by several 
concerns, including; 

the lack of  a 
nationally-accepted 

policy framework, 
a presiding 

decision-making body 
to address 

concerns, as well as 
questions of  

sustainability and 
the impact on 

the environment.”
– Ranee Jayamaha

Three key takeaways from Dr. Ranee Jayamaha’s presentation:
1. The potential gains of  the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) depend on the 
 willingness and readiness of  participating countries to face challenges and   
 utilise available opportunities. The governments of  ASEAN and Asia-Pacific  
 countries are preparing for this.
2. However, Sri Lanka remains indecisive on its role in the BRI. It is imperative  
 for  the government to establish a comprehensive policy framework and   
 decision-making body to determine Sri Lanka’s role and level of  participation  
 in BRI, while preserving national sovereignty and securing the potential   
 benefits of  the initiative.
3. The development of  Sri Lanka’s transport infrastructure, ports, airports,    
 highways and railroads is vital for maximising the benefits of  its strategic location  
 on the Silk Route. Sri Lanka should continue to promote BRI in its infrastructure  
 development and seek further investment in other related projects.

Introduction

◆ Dr. Ranee Jayamaha, Lead Consultant (South Asia) at the World Bank    
 Group, addressed a LKI Foreign Policy Round Table on “The Belt and   
 Road Initiative and Potential Economic Benefits to Sri Lanka,” on 23 October  
 2017.
◆ The round table was attended by members of  LKI’s Board of  Management,  
 representatives from the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of  
 Development Strategies and International Trade, diplomatic missions, the   
 Central Bank, the World Bank, think tanks, and the private sector.
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Dinusha Panditaratne, Executive   
 Director of  LKI.

Takeaways from Dr. Jayamaha’s Presentation
Introduction

◆ BRI aims to develop two economic routes  – one land-based and the    
 other sea-based – across Africa, Europe and Asia, in an attempt to facilitate  
 connectivity and promote policy cooperation, trade and investment, and   
 cultural exchange.
◆ BRI aims to launch several development projects in Southeast Asia, 
 including in Malaysia (East Coast Rail Link); Myanmar (Kyaukpyu Port);   
 Pakistan (China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and Gwadar Port); and 
 Sri Lanka (Hambantota Port and Colombo Port City). These projects are   
 intended to increase market potential, investment, and employment 
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 opportunities for China’s firms, as well as to advance regional      
 sustainable development.
◆ The Silk Road Fund provides funding for the initiative, with a total     
 capital of  USD 100 billion, of  which the government of  China has     
 already contributed USD 40 billion. The fund is sustained through the    
 joint contributions of  the China Development Bank, the Export-Import   
 Bank of  China, China Investment Corporation, and the State 
 Administration of  Foreign Exchange.

Developing Sri Lanka’s Infrastructure

◆ Improving Sri Lanka’s infrastructure is vital to maximising the benefits 
 of  its strategic location on the BRI’s maritime silk road.  
◆ ‘Phase I’ of  the Hambantota Port was completed in 2011 and accumulated  
 an estimated loss of  LKR 46.7 billion, with an annual loan repayment    
 of  LKR 9 billion until 2016.
◆ In July 2017, Sri Lanka’s government and China Merchants Port     
 Holdings (CMPH) signed a public-private partnership (PPP) for USD 1.12   
 billion, that granted CMPH a majority stake in the Hambantota Port.     
◆ The PPP will facilitate the establishment of  two companies for the     
 efficient management  of  future port operations. The government has    
 also proposed developing 15,000 hectares of  land surrounding the port    
 into an industrial zone.
◆ A tripartite agreement was signed in July 2017 between the Ministry of    
 Megapolis and Western Development, the Urban Development 
 Authority, and the China Harbour Engineering Corporation. 

◆ This agreement revitalised the Colombo Port City Project and rebranded it  
 as the Colombo International Financial City (CIFC). The potential of  the   
 CIFC to elevate Sri Lanka’s status as a commercial hub in South Asia    
 merits a comprehensive policy discussion.
◆ The Mattala International Airport, despite being of  an international    
 standard and at a strategic location on the silk route, is currently 
 operating at a loss. Losses incurred by the end of  2016 are estimated at    
 USD 112.9 million. 

◆ India is currently considering a joint venture for the management of     
 operations, and the proximity of  China’s Hambantota project and     
 proposed industrial zone indicates the potential for the airport’s revival.  

Potential Benefits for Sri Lanka

◆ BRI presents an opportunity for development that would otherwise     
 be difficult to attain by the government of  Sri Lanka. The government is   
 unable to finance infrastructure development on its own, and international   
 financial institutions do not provide extensive long-term loans.The private   
 sector is also wary of  policy irregularity to pledge investment support.  
◆ BRI investment has had a positive impact on Sri Lanka’s gross official    
 reserves, which rose from USD 5 billion in April 2017 to USD 6.9 billion   
 by June 2017, nearing the IMF’s 2017 target of  USD 7.4 billion.  
◆ Furthermore, external debt maturities for 2019-2022 currently amount to   
 USD 13.8 billion, and the investment of  USD 1.12 billion into 
 Hambantota has eased the pressure on immediate debt servicing.
◆ The Hambantota port could also encourage future portfolio investments   
 as investor confidence increases. This inflow of  foreign direct investment   
 is essential to strengthening the country’s vulnerable balance of  payments.
◆ There is also an opportunity to develop other industrial and free trade    
 zones related to the maritime silk route, as indicated by the Board of     
 Investment’s demarcation of  six zones for bonded warehouses in its 2017   
 project proposal.
◆ The port of  Colombo ranks among the top 30 global ports, and the     
 increased capacity of  the Colombo International Container Terminal,    
 managed by China, has attracted major shipping lines to the port. Further,   
 BRI investment could allow the Colombo port to benefit from connectivity   
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 to ASEAN and Asia-Pacific’s supply chains, which offer improved 
 infrastructure services, relatively low IT labour costs, resources for oil 
 and gas exploration, and the clustering of  Sri Lanka’s SMEs to regional 
 industrial firms.
◆ Sri Lanka’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) as demarcated by the 
 UN Convention on the Law of  the Sea (UNCLOS) currently encloses 
 approximately 517,000 km2 and extending the EEZ is currently     
 under UNCLOS consideration. 

◆ Conducting a maritime exploration programme for the exploitation of    
 minerals and hydrocarbons in this region could become a potential 
 BRI project.
  
BRI Challenges

◆ BRI’s ambitious aim of  regional cooperation and integration is     
 challenged by geopolitical tensions and security concerns within the    
 Indian Ocean region, including border conflicts and maritime disputes.
◆ In Sri Lanka, the frequent reform of  government administrations and   
 policies poses the greatest threat. Investor confidence may be lost, leading  
 to potential credit and investment risks. 
◆ Political contentions and misinformation among the public have also   
 resulted in negative perceptions of  BRI investment. The lack of  
 a nationally accepted policy framework is a critical problem for Sri Lanka.
◆ Connecting to the BRI is a mega-regional advancement that Sri Lanka   
 needs to be prepared for. The present lack of  a comprehensive policy   
 framework, as well as a presiding decision-making body to address    
 concerns, are major gaps that need to be addressed.
◆ The government needs to be cognizant of  maintaining environmental   
 sustainability for large-scale projects like the CIFC to ensure that citizens’  
 standard of  living is not compromised.
◆ The perception that there is “easy money” to be obtained from China   
 has led Sri Lanka into debt-driven development. Expert counsel on    
 economic,  social, and political factors should be sought before Sri Lanka  
 obtains further investment in the future.
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Three key takeaways from Dr. S. Narayan’s lecture: 
1. The trade deficit between Sri Lanka and India seems to be narrowing   
 with increased Sri Lankan exports to India. Vibrant informal trade 
 also exists between the two countries.  
2. Sri Lanka should attempt to further improve its export competitiveness by  
 (1) emphasising domestic reform on existing regulatory frameworks 
 and (2) implementing unilateral trade liberalisation measures.
3. Perceptions relating to India’s supposed political shift in alliances with the  
 US should be tempered with the reality that India realises it needs to   
 balance both Russia and China, and this has implications for Sri Lanka.

Introduction

◆ Dr. S. Narayan, former Finance Secretary, Ministry of  Finance of  India,   
 gave the inaugural IPS-LKI lecture on “India-Sri Lanka Economic    
 Relations in Modi’s India,” on 20 November 2017 at LKI.
◆ The lecture was followed by a panel discussion with Dr. Razeen Sally,   
 Chairman of  the Institute for Policy Studies, Sri Lanka (IPS), and the   
 discussion was moderated by Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja, Chair of  LKI’s   
 Global Economy Programme.
◆ This lecture was attended by around 130 academics, government officials,  
 private sector representatives and diplomats.

Takeaways from Dr. S. Narayan’s Lecture
Current Dynamics of  India and Sri Lanka’s Trade Relationship

◆ Total India-Sri Lanka trade has grown from a small base to about 
 USD 5 billion today.
◆ While a trade deficit balance persists in favour of  India, the ratio of     
 Indian exports to Sri Lanka has declined from 9:1 to the current 6:1.
◆ Some Sri Lankan businesses – in food, furniture and textiles – have    
 enjoyed export success in the Indian market in recent years and     
 contributed to raising the quality of  Indian domestic manufacturing in   
 certain sectors.

    

S. Narayan on Indo-Sri Lanka 
Economic Relations in Modi’s India
DECEMBER 2017

–  S. Narayan

“The changes that are 
taking place in 

the Indian economy 
are long term. 

[They] will change the 
structure of  the 

economy, and will 
also changethe way 
in which businesses 

are [conducted].”
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◆ Informal trade between the two countries is also on the rise. This includes  
 ‘boat trade’ and the importation of  goods through passenger air traffic

◆ This situation presents India and Sri Lanka with the challenge of  
 transitioning these activities into the formal sector to regulate them    
 effectively.

Challenges and Bottlenecks Hindering Indo-Sri Lanka Trade Growth

◆ Ongoing trade negotiations between India and Sri Lanka need to    
 address non-tariff  barriers, especially on the Indian side.
◆ Sri Lankan exporters and businesses have kept their geographical focus   
 too narrow, concentrating too much on expansions into the state of     
 Tamil Nadu at the expense of  other trade-friendly South Indian states   
 (for example, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana).
◆ Current regulatory frameworks on health and safety standards have not  
 been updated to meet the demands of  efficient trading networks.

Implications of  the Structural Changes Taking Place in the Indian Economy

◆ India’s economic outlook is good, with some labelling it one of  the fastest  
 growing regional economies.
◆ A substantial portion of  India’s informal economy, if  transformed into   
 the formal sector, will potentially spur India’s growth rate even further   
 beyond the current 6-7% growth rate.
◆ The initiation of  the goods and service tax (GST) in India has 
 successfully brought a substantial increase in revenue to the Indian    
 federal government and is seen as a step in the right direction to 
 formalising informal economic activity.

 The continued increase in total revenue from the GST will potentially  
  see the overall tax rate decline in the future.

 The introduction of  the GST in India also represents an opportunity  
  for  smaller Sri Lankan IT firms to offer services to Indian companies  
  in their needs for auditing, accounting and digitising records, as the   
  domestic supply in India is not geared to keep up with 
  current demand.

The Indian Economy and Foreign Policy

◆ Despite the perception that India is making a firm shift to align itself    
 with the US on foreign policy matters, India has not abandoned 
 engaging with other competing powers such as Russia and China.

 This is reflected in the multilateral ministerial meetings that the    
  countries are scheduled to attend to discuss policy matters.
◆ India is cognizant of  the fact that it cannot match the speed and 
 efficiency of  China when it comes to big infrastructure development   
 projects in the region.

 India, however, does outperform China in delivering soft development  
  assistance, such as knowledge sharing, and has been doing this for a   
  much longer period than China, not only in Asia but in Africa as well.

Takeaways from the Discussion
Improving Economic Cooperation to Increase Mutual Economic Benefits

◆ Sri Lanka should expand its trade agreements beyond India, China and  
 Singapore to ensure that Sri Lanka is not vulnerable to a few     
 trading partners, especially when there is an imbalance in political 
 power  and economic size.
◆ Sri Lanka should look at linking up more effectively with the southern   
 Indian states to integrate Sri Lankan manufacturing into various value   
 chains present in the Indian manufacturing sector.
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Protecting Local Industry from Import Competition

◆ Trade adjustment policies are sometimes developed for political, rather   
 than strictly economic, reasons.
◆ However, a carefully calibrated programme of  trade adjustment,    
 comprising of  targeted assistance to affected industries (for example,    
 re-training workers) and trade remedies (for example, anti-dumping    
 measures and  special safeguards) can be used to tackle import surges.

 Such measures should, however, be prioritised to help individuals   
   facing the loss of  livelihoods as a result of  increased 
   import competition.

 Trade adjustment programmes can be used as a form of  political 
   patronage, by protecting local businesses from import competition.



Three key takeaways from Mrs. Grace Asirwatham lecture:
1. Sri Lanka will chair BIMSTEC from 2018 for a period of  two years. This  
 is an opportunity for Sri Lanka to increase intra-regional transfers of    
 technology, address challenges to maritime security, and promote    
 economic development in the region. 
2. Indian leadership is essential to the success of  BIMSTEC. Recent    
 developments show that India has a renewed interest in the organisation,  
 which is a positive sign. 
3. BIMSTEC has the potential to be an influential trading bloc, given its vast  
 natural and human resources. However, it is yet to fulfil its economic   
 potential by finalising the proposed BIMSTEC free trade agreement   
 (FTA).

Introduction

◆ Mrs. Grace Asirwatham delivered a keynote address on “BIMSTEC at   
 20: Priorities for the Future,” on 8 December 2017.
◆ Her address was followed by a panel discussion which was moderated by 
 Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja, Chair of  LKI’s Global Economy Programme.
◆ Panelists included Admiral Dr. Jayanath Colombage, former Commander 
 of  the Sri Lanka Navy, Mr Shiran Fernando, Chief  Economist at the   
 Ceylon Chamber of  Commerce, Mr. Sumith Nakandala, former    
 Secretary-General  of  BIMSTEC, and Dr. Dushni Weerakoon, 
 Executive Director at the Institute of  Policy Studies.

BIMSTEC as a Regional Organisation 

◆ The member states of  BIMSTEC are Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka,   
 Nepal, Bhutan, Thailand and Myanmar. The Bay of  Bengal is their point  
 of  connectivity and focus. 
◆ BIMSTEC is an important gateway, connecting South Asia and Southeast  
 Asia. It is a product of  India’s ‘Act East’ policy and Thailand’s ‘Look West’  
 policy. 
◆ There has been a lack of  coordination and focus among member states;  
 for  instance, BIMSTEC took 17 years to establish a Secretariat and    
 appoint a Secretary-General. 

    

Grace Asirwatham, on BIMSTEC 
at 20: Priorities for the Future 
DECEMBER 2017

– Grace Asirwatham

“BIMSTEC should
focus on developing
projects in the field

of  transport
connectivity, and

trade-related
infrastructure, to

create an enabling
platform for

intra-regional trade
and investment.”
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◆ To sustain member commitment and strengthen organisational leadership,  
 BIMSTEC could adopt a ‘troika system’ comprising the current, former  
 and future Chairs to maintain policy consistency and progress.
◆ To bridge the organisation’s resource gaps, BIMSTEC could also partner  
 with non-member states and organisations by including them as 
 “Observers” or “Dialogue Partners.” 

 Outlook for BIMSTEC

◆ Sri Lanka is preparing to assume chairmanship of  BIMSTEC in 2018, for  
 two years. It must use this opportunity to provide regional leadership,   
 establish economic links, and advance its international visibility.
◆ Given that India is the largest economy among BIMSTEC member states,  
 New Delhi’s leadership is paramount to BIMSTEC’s success as an 
 effective regional bloc.
◆ Recently, India has shown renewed interest in strengthening BIMSTEC.  
 For instance, India invited BIMSTEC member states to attend the BRICS  
 Summit in Goa in 2016. 
◆ BIMSTEC has the potential to be an important economic bloc. Currently,  
 BIMSTEC member states account for 21% of  the world’s population,   
 have a collective GDP of  USD 2.85 trillion, and an average economic   
 growth rate of  6.5%.

The BIMSTEC FTA

◆ The proposed FTA for BIMSTEC member states will cover trade in   
 goods, services and investment. 
◆ Progress has been slow. In 2004, after seven years of  negotiations, member  
 states signed a framework agreement to establish the FTA. Since then,   
 they have spent another thirteen years negotiating the FTA.
◆ BIMSTEC member nations have entered into other bilateral and regional  
 trading agreements, showing an appetite for greater economic integration.  
 These agreements include the ASEAN FTA, ASEAN-India FTA, India’s  
 bilateral FTAs with Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Thailand, and India’s Treaty  
 of  Trade with Nepal. 

Connectivity and Technology

◆ Enhancing connectivity has been a priority at all three BIMSTEC 
 Leaders’ Summits and at the BIMSTEC Leaders’ Retreat in 2016 in Goa. 
◆ BIMSTEC could facilitate bilateral and regional infrastructure projects to  
 support connectivity, including the so-called Asian Highway. 
◆ BIMSTEC is establishing a Technology Transfer Facility (TTF) in 
 Sri Lanka to facilitate technology collaborations and partnerships to   
 particularly benefit small and medium-sized enterprises.

Energy and Security 

◆ The Bay of  Bengal region has natural gas reserves and the potential to   
 generate hydropower. Energy generation and distribution are potentially  
 important areas of  collaboration for BIMSTEC countries.

◆ The Indian Ocean is a large resource that requires cooperation among   
 BIMSTEC states; BIMSTEC should promote maritime safety and    
 security, create links with organisations like the Indian Ocean Rim 
 Association (IORA) for complementary action, and promote the Blue   
 Economy. 
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Takeaways from the Discussion 
Relevance and Leadership of  BIMSTEC

◆ Mr. Sumith Nakandala noted that the natural and historic connections   
 between Southeast and South Asia form the basis of  BIMSTEC as a 
 cooperative mechanism. 
◆ Geopolitics is shaping India’s renewed interest in BIMSTEC. 
 Dr. Weerakoon highlighted that India’s invitation to BIMSTEC member  
 states to join the BRICS meeting in 2016 was a means of  sidelining    
 SAARC, and therefore Pakistan, in the regional economic integration   
 process.

Security in the Bay of  Bengal 

◆ There are both traditional and non-traditional security threats in the Bay 
 of  Bengal. Adm. Dr. Colombage noted that it is one of  the most 
 militarised  maritime regions. Between 2009 and 2017, approximately 
 398 warships visited the Colombo Port. 
◆ BIMSTEC should work to establish a rules-based system, guaranteeing   
 freedom of  navigation for maritime commerce and addressing maritime  
 security threats by non-state actors, such as pirates and illegal fisherman. 
◆ Adm. Dr. Colombage explained that there are three aspects to maritime  
 security in the region: (1) the strategic competition of  large powers; (2) the  
 strategic convergence of  large powers; and (3) the strategic dilemma of    
 small countries, like Sri Lanka, related to managing larger powers in 
 the region.

BIMSTEC Economic Development and Trade

◆ Chinese investment is significant and far-reaching in Sri Lanka,     
 Bangladesh and Myanmar. 
◆ BIMSTEC member states could potentially benefit from the growth of    
 China, but the rivalry between India and China may hinder the progress  
 of  BIMSTEC as an economic bloc. 
◆ Mr. Fernando indicated that Sri Lanka should use its chairmanship to   
 promote knowledge of  BIMSTEC within the private sector. The private  
 sector is relatively unaware of  the organisation’s role and potential but   
 may be able to support its progress.
◆ Sri Lanka should ensure that its existing and proposed bilateral FTAs   
 complement the BIMSTEC FTA, rather than duplicating and 
 contradicting it. 
◆ Sri Lanka should prioritise concluding the FTA, an achievement that   
 would also signal political commitment to BIMSTEC. 
 
 



Three key takeaways from Dr. Shiro Armstrong presentation:

1. Protectionist sentiments have arisen due to political changes in the US 
 and Europe.
2. East Asian integration has been based on a non-binding, open 
 regionalisation framework, where the World Trade Organization (WTO)   
 played a major role.
3. The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the    
 Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) should serve as a guide for future trade    
 agreements, to promote open accession and maintain value chains in Asia.
 

Introduction

◆ Dr. Shiro Armstrong, a Fellow at the Crawford School of  Public Policy,    
 Australian National University, addressed a LKI Foreign Policy round table   
 on “Rising Protectionism, East Asian Trade, and the Future of  Asian    
 Integration” on 19 September 2017.
◆ The round table was held in partnership with the Australian High     
 Commission in Sri Lanka. It was attended by the Deputy High      
 Commissioner and Second Secretary of  the Australian High 
 Commission, the Deputy Chief  of  Mission of  Japan, representatives from   
 other diplomatic missions, LKI’s Board of  Management, the Department   
 of  Commerce, the University of  Colombo, and representatives of  think    
 tanks and the media.
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja, Chair of  the   
 Global Economy Programme at LKI.
 
Takeaways from Dr. Armstrong’s Presentation
East Asian Economic Integration

◆ Despite a lack of  political affinity among many East Asian countries, East   
 Asia is one of  the most economically integrated regions in the world.
◆ In East Asia, economics dominate politics, and economic relationships   
 soften, shape and constrain politics in the region. Additionally, the global   
 trading framework is, to some extent, responsible for improving political   
 relations between Japan and China.

Shiro Armstrong on Rising 
Protectionism, East Asian Trade, 
and the Future of  Asian Integration
SEPTEMBER 2017

– Shiro Armstrong

“The WTO was created
and underwritten by the
US ever since the end of

the Second World War.
Now, the biggest threat
to the system is the US
 [and] as big as China
is, it is not ready for a

leadership role.”
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◆ The cooperation and the economic integration that exists, is on a voluntary  
 basis, and this has led to East Asia practising open regionalism. Furthermore,  
 cooperation within the region does not come at the expense of  non-members  
 outside of  the region.
◆ Integration in the region has developed without a legally binding framework.  
 Hence, the growth in East Asian integration has been largely influenced by  
 the WTO.

Current Challenges 

◆ Ten years since the global financial crisis, economic recovery in many    
 advanced economies has been slow and uneven.
◆ There has been a rise in protectionist sentiments as a backlash against    
 globalisation (as evidenced in votes against political and economic     
 integration, and the rise of  violent nationalist movements) and uncertainty   
 about the economic prospects.
◆ This is not only limited to the US. Protectionist sentiments have proliferated  
 in many countries around the world, Brexit in the UK being a prime 
 example.

Threat of  Protectionism to the Global Trading System 

◆ The US pulling out of  the TPP, along with other protectionist measures, can  
 be explained by the deep structural issues that exist in that country.
◆ One such reason is the slow economic growth in the US that has exacerbated  
 some of  the de-industrialisation in the Rust Belt and the lack of  social 
 protection. This has led to a strong backlash against globalisation 
 and openness.

What Asia’s Response Should Be
 
◆ With this threat in the US, it is important to find ways to reinforce the    
 international trading system and tenaciously defend this rules-based order   
 where possible.
◆ As a founding member of  the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade   
 (GATT) and the WTO, the US has promoted international trade since the   
 end of  the Second World War. Now, the biggest threat to the system is 
 the US.
◆ China is not ready for a leadership role, and the world is not ready for    
 Chinese leadership. It has to be a collective response by all Asian countries to  
 take on a leadership role and cooperate with one another.
◆ Collective and political leadership is required to make progress on the    
 prevailing trade border issues, investment services, and cross border 
 e-commerce.

TPP and RCEP

◆ With the US withdrawing from the TPP, other TPP members have resumed  
 talks. However, it is rather difficult to imagine whether there would be    
 enough political clout among remaining members to realise the TPP.
◆ Countries should adopt certain parts of  the TPP and implement them    
 unilaterally. The TPP should be used as means of  lifting the standards of    
 other agreements.
◆ RCEP is a natural platform for projecting Asian interests in the global system.
◆ An ambitious agreement should be drafted with US interests in mind.

Lessons from US and Europe on Trade 

◆ The importance of  social protection should be highlighted. Public services   
 such as education and healthcare need to be strengthened. Countries that   
 possess strong social protection systems have not had a strong retaliation   
 against globalisation.
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◆ Adjustment packages to countries that are displaced from openness and  
 competition from new technology should be introduced. These include   
 an institutional and governance framework and labour market policies   
 that facilitate labour mobility.
◆ Spreading the benefits from trade and technology from one growing   
 sector  to the rest of  the economy and a good macroeconomic framework  
 can ease external shocks.
◆ Regional cooperation should not excessively impinge on sovereignty, and  
 should respect political, ideological, and cultural differences within 
 countries.

Takeaways from the Discussion

Implementing Parts of  TPP into RCEP

◆ States should avoid excessively strong intellectual property rights and   
 investor-state dispute settlements in RCEP.
◆ It is important to take strongly vested interests into account. For 
 example,US hegemony can bring more to the bargaining table than the   
 other member countries.

East Asian Integration Despite Political Tensions

◆ The commitment of  countries in East Asia to open up their economies   
 has contributed significantly to East Asian integration.
◆ Regional politics pose as an obstacle to creating a legally binding 
 framework, hence economic openness, which was facilitated by the WTO,  
 grew in popularity.
◆ The close proximity of  regional trading partners leads to rapid growth   
 and interdependence.

Balancing Social Safety Nets and Trade in a Developing Economy

◆ Full employment, flexible exchange rates, and a good macroeconomic   
 framework would enable states to absorb and respond to economic    
 shocks more rapidly.
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Hon. Norbert Lammert on the 
Future of  Liberal Democracy
MAY 2017  

Three key takeaways from Hon. Professor Norbert 
Lammert’s Lecture 

1. Globalisation has eroded the sovereignty of  ‘nation states’. Equally,    
 however, there is no ‘global state’ and such a structure is unlikely to    
 emerge. The principles of  liberal democracy are necessary to fill 
 the gaps between existing and absent global structures.
2. States have lost some influence over their internal affairs due to 
 globalisation. Sharing sovereignty through unions like the EU enables   
 states to retain some influence over their internal affairs.
3. It is not the value of  liberal democratic principles that is in jeopardy, but  
 rather societal  attitudes towards them. Innovative forms of  international  
 cooperation are required to  sustain the principles of  liberal democracy.

Introduction

◆ Hon. Professor Norbert Lammert, President of  the German Bundestag,   
 delivered a lecture on“The Future of  Liberal Democracy in International  
 Relations,”on 4 April 2017. Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, Minister of    
 Foreign Affairs of  Sri Lanka and Chairman of  LKI, made the 
 introductory address.

Takeaways from Hon. Lammert’s Lecture
Introduction

◆ Major assumptions that underpinned the post-war global order are losing  
 their wide spread acceptance. These assumptions include the following:

  Democracy is the only acceptable political system; 
Market economies are the only efficient economic system; and 
Treaty-based cooperation is the best form of  inter-state cooperation

Evolution of  the Principles of  Liberal Democracy

◆ Thought needs to be given to the principles appropriate for organising   
 our private, political, and economic relations. This stems from our     
 understanding of  the conflicting nature of  different types of  principles. 
◆ The process of  developing and establishing the principles of  liberal    
 democracy includes a discrepancy where societies and governments    

“The future of  liberal 
democracy lies 

in finding intelligent 
types and formats 

for international 
cooperation 

in order to 
keep and maintain 

the principles of  
liberal democracy.”

– Hon. Nobert Lammert
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 regard certain principles as indispensable, and violate them at the 
 same time.
◆ However, violations of  such principles have never led to the conclusion that  
 liberal democracy is irrelevant to modern society. On the contrary, one    
 could argue that, the greater the violation, the greater the indispensability   
 of  those principles.
◆ Therefore, it should be noted that societies are generally convinced that the  
 principles of  liberal democracy are vital, while keeping in mind that the   
 temptation to violate them always exists.
◆ It is not the value of  liberal democratic principles that is in jeopardy, but   
 rather societal attitudes towards them.
◆ Innovative forms of  international cooperation are required to preserve a   
 positive attitude towards the principles of  liberal democracy.

Liberal Democracy, Globalisation, and National Sovereignty

◆ The most significant effect of  globalisation on nation-states has been the   
 erosion of  national sovereignty. Many of  the current voices challenging    
 liberal democracy are perhaps attempting to compensate for this erosion.
◆ While national sovereignty has been eroded, it is also unlikely that the    
 emerging global community will evolve into a “global state.” Therefore,   
 states must cooperate to fill in the gaps between the existing and absent    
 political structures, to ensure better governance of  our societies.

The European Union and Liberal Democracy

◆ Political and economic unions such as the EU offer a viable solution to the  
 globalisation-driven loss of  national sovereignty.
◆ The sharing of  sovereignty in such unions can compensate for the erosion   
 of  national  sovereignty, and allow states to retain a certain level of  control  
 over their internal affairs.
◆ Since it is globalisation rather than the EU that erodes national sovereignty,  
 it is unlikely that the UK will enjoy a higher level of  national sovereignty   
 simply by leaving the EU.

Populism and Liberal Democracy

◆ Open and democratically organised societies are experiencing a rise 
 in populism.
◆ This is apparent with the emergence of  populist parties and populist     
 candidates (for presidencies and high government office) who attempt to   
 provide simple solutions to complex problems.

Solutions to Global Challenges and Liberal Democracy

◆ The world is currently facing complex challenges to which there can be no  
 simplistic solutions, despite the expectations and claims of  populist parties   
 and candidates.
◆ Many of  the solutions to these challenges cannot be developed at the    
 national level, but rather, it needs to be addressed at the global level     
 through collaboration.
◆ Global-level solutions are also necessary because any solution to these    
 challenges will have  global implications that need to be taken into account  
 and addressed.
◆ Migration, digitalisation and financial markets are clear examples of  issue   
 areas where common solutions and regulatory frameworks at the global   
 level are wanted and needed.
◆ Given the uncertainty of  the direction of  the US administration, Europe   
 and Asia can no longer rely on US policies as they have in the past.
◆ The future of  liberal democracy lies in finding intelligent types and formats  
 for international cooperation to maintain its principles.



Shahidul Haque, on Climate Change 
and Sustainable Development
SEPTEMBER 2017    

“Climate change needs 
to be placed 

within a wide 
narrative ensuring 

peace, prosperity 
and stability, thereby 

addressing inequalities 
across societies.”

– Shahidul Haque

Three key takeaways from Mr. Md. Shahidul Haque’s 
presentation:
1. Climate change has resulted in a loss of  aproximately 400,000 lives per year   
 and USD 1 trillion in damage over the last two decades.   
2. Bangladesh has established a National Climate Change Fund of  USD 400   
 million, and spends 1% of  its GDP a year on measures to address climate   
 change.
3. Bangladesh prefers local funding to global financing mechanisms, and hopes 
 to maximise access to affordable, energy-efficient technology for addressing   
 climate change.

Introduction

◆ Mr. Md. Shahidul Haque, Foreign Secretary of  Bangladesh, addressed a   
 LKI Foreign Policy Round Table on “Sustainable Development and Climate   
 Change: Perspectives from Bangladesh,” on 29 August 2017.
◆ The round table was attended by the High Commissioner of  Bangladesh and   
 the Ambassadors of  Brazil and Thailand; representatives from other 
 diplomatic missions, the Bangladesh Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, the Prime   
 Minister’s Office, the World Bank, and the UNDP also attended, along with   
 and representatives of  non-profits and think tanks.
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Dinusha Panditaratne, Executive 
 Director of  LKI.

Takeaways from Mr. Haque’s Presentation
Climate Change and Economics

◆ Between 1998 and 2009, Bangladesh lost 5.9% of  its GDP due to severe 
 storms attributed to climate change.
◆ If  sea levels rise as predicted, member countries of  the Climate Vulnerable   
 Forum (including Bangladesh) will lose at least 2% of  their respective GDPs.

Adaptation and Mitigation in Bangladesh

◆ Adaptation measures for Bangladesh are estimated to cost USD 127 million 
 per year.
◆ If  these adaptation measures are not pursued, annual losses attributable to   
 climate change could rise to 3% of  Bangladesh’s GDP (Bangladesh’s GDP in   
 2016 was approximately USD 221 billion).

31



32              

◆ In 2009, Bangladesh mobilised USD 400 million to establish the National   
 Climate Change Fund. Bangladesh also finalised and adopted a climate change  
 strategy and action plan that year.

Embracing a Future of  Green Growth

◆ In 2007, Bangladesh formulated a National Implementation Plan to counter   
 climate change, focusing on agriculture, fisheries, livestock, health, climate-
 resilient infrastructure, disaster management, and biodiversity.
◆ Bangladesh’s Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (intended policies  
 and actions to achieve the aims of  the Paris Agreement) are to reduce 
 greenhouse gas emissions in power, transport, and industrial sectors 
 conditionally by 15%, and unconditionally by 5% from ‘business as usual’ levels,  
 by 2030.
◆ Bangladesh hopes to increasingly incorporate affordable, accessible, energy-  
 efficient technologies into communities. For example, Bangladesh hopes to   
 access the least developed country technology bank in Turkey to facilitate   
 technology transfers on voluntary and mutually agreed upon terms.

Takeaways from the Discussion
Opportunities from Climate Change

◆ Bangladesh’s government has begun investing in solar energy.
◆ Bangladesh has begun investing in genome sequencing, to develop    
 heat-resistant and flood-resilient seeds.
◆ A kilogram of  rice, which traditionally requires 3500 litres of  water, is now   
 being produced with 1800 litres; this will have a significant impact on water 
 management and GDP.

Climate Change Financing in South Asia

◆ Bangladesh prefers to work with local NGOs over global financing mechanisms  
 such as the Global Climate Fund.
◆ Bangladesh has engaged with The Netherlands on climate change related   
 development since 1965, and will collaboratively manage its coastal areas under  
 the Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100.
◆ Bangladesh hopes to pursue trilateral climate change funding with Nepal and   
 India, given that floods in the three nations occur concomitantly and impact 
 one another.

Climate Change and Migration

◆ The relationship between climate change and migration is inadequately   
 addressed in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
◆ To address this relationship, 109 countries of  the Nansen Initiative have   
 adopted an action plan and applied a platform on disaster displacement. The   
 Nansen Initiative is a consultative process led by Norway and Switzerland to   
 address the needs of  displaced persons in the context of  disasters and the   
 effects of  climate change.
◆ Bangladesh has proposed addressing external displacement due to 
 environmental factors (for example, earthquakes, floods, climate change) as a   
 migration issue, which the UN Secretary-General should raise in a zero draft at  
 the 72nd session of  the General Assembly.  
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Pablo de Greiff  on Transitional 
Justice
NOVEMBER 2017    

Three key takeaways from Mr. Pablo de Greiff ’s lecture:
1. Transitional justice, in a relatively short time period (twenty to thirty years),   
 has become normalised as an expected set of  judicial and non-judicial     
 measures that countries implement after a conflict. This rapid normative    
 development merits both optimism and caution.
2. Transitional justice is ineffective when politically partisan and 
 implemented without a comprehensive and holistic policy. It should include   
 all four of  the following elements: a truth commission, prosecutorial strategy,  
 reparations, and institutional reform.
3. On the other hand, the components of  transitional justice should not be    
 viewed as a checklist of  items to tick off. Far from being a formal exercise,   
 transitional justice is a medium for governments to create fairer societies with  
 civic trust and social integration.

Introduction

◆ Mr. Pablo de Greiff, the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion of      
 truth, justice, reparations and guarantees of  non-recurrence, delivered a    
 lecture on “Transitional Justice,” on 20 October 2017.
◆ The lecture was attended by the Foreign Secretary to Sri Lanka’s Ministry of   
 Foriegn Affairs, scholars, activists, members of  civil society, diplomats, and   
 representatives of  Sri Lanka’s armed forces and international organisations.
◆ The lecture was followed by a question and answer session with the audience,  
 which was moderated by Dr. Dinusha Panditaratne, the Executive Director   
 of  LKI.
◆ The lecture was held in partnership with the Secretariat for Coordinating 
  Reconciliation Mechanisms and Sri Lanka’s Ministry of  Foriegn Affairs.

Takeaways from Mr. de Greiff ’s Lecture

The Normalisation of  Transitional Justice

◆ Transitional justice has evolved into a field of  study in its own right, with a   
 range of  actors (government ministries, international cooperation agencies   
 and academics) engaged in diverse activities relating to transitional justice.
◆ The rapid flow of  information in today’s world has led to a faster       
 dissemination of  the learning process about transitional justice. Geographical  
 distance is no longer an important barrier between countries that are keen   
 on sharing ‘lessons learned’ from transitional justice cases.

“Transitional justice 
is not like a magic 

potion. It is one of  
the ways in which 

governments around 
different parts of  

the world ... 
signal the 

trustworthiness 
of  their efforts and 

their institutions.”
– Pablo de Greiff
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◆ Via normalisation, transitional justice has become a de facto expectation  
  for countries that are undergoing a transition from authoritarian rule and  
  conflict.
◆ There is, however, a reason for caution in this rapid normalisation.     
 Transitional justice mechanisms are being adopted as templates, without   
 consideration for the specific histories and contexts of  each particular case.

Integration of  Components of  Transitional Justice

◆ The four elements of  transitional justice (a truth commission, development  
 of  a prosecutorial strategy, reparations programme, and some institutional  
 reform) should be implemented holistically rather than in isolation.
◆ Some governments have given more attention to specific elements, such as  
 ‘reparations,’ in the hope that it will negate the need for prosecutions.    
 Ultimately, such measures disempower the victim.
◆ When the four elements of  transitional justice are implemented in a    
  comprehensive policy framework there is a stronger possibility of      
  achieving four broader social and political objectives: recognition of     
  victims, strengthening the rule of  law, trust-building, and improving 
 social integration.

The Aspirational Nature of  Transitional Justice

◆ Transitional justice exists in an international system with severe limitations.
No country can claim to have investigated, prosecuted, punished or   

   compensated every human rights violation in its jurisdiction.
No country can claim that meaningful reforms have been carried out   

   in  each institution associated with human rights violations.
◆ The success of  transitional justice, rather than being contingent on     
 international pressure, depends on the convergence of  two factors:

An independent civil society that can clearly articulate its demands;   
   and a government that makes an honest attempt to look after the    
   welfare  of  its citizens.

Takeaways from the Question and Answer Session

Institutional Aspects of  Transitional Justice

◆ The four elements of  transitional justice do not need to be operationalised  
 at the same time, but the overarching policy framework must 
 simultaneously promote each component.
◆ The viability of  transitional justice programmes, such as reparations,    
 depends more upon the political will and tenacity of  a country’s 
 government than the overall strength of  its economy.

Overcoming the Victim/Perpetrator Dichotomy

◆ The four aspects of  transitional justice have a broader impact beyond    
 redressing human rights violations and holding perpetrators accountable.

For example, they strengthen the rule of  law and the associated     
   institutional reform benefits society as a whole, rather than only     
   the victims.
◆ If  a lack of  trust exists within broader society, it can act as a barrier to   
  economic activity and increase transaction costs, in addition to the     
 constant costs of  monitoring transitional justice programmes.
◆ The success of  transitional justice depends upon the protection of  human  
 rights for all concerned, including defending the rights of  individuals    
 during investigations and court proceedings. The transitional justice    
 process should not be perceived as a political project.
  
  

 



35

Justice Moseneke on Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Rights
JULY 2017   

Three key takeaways from Justice Dikgang Moseneke’s 
presentation:
1. Economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) in a country’s constitution    
 advances that country’s international standing, as it demonstrates that the   
 state has assumed its obligations to international law and to fundamental    
 rights.    
2. ESCR enables citizens and the judiciary to foster accountability and 
 transparency in governance.
3. Implementing ESCR in a constitution is a dynamic process, which requires   
 courts to constantly study the evolution and integration of  rights into 
 domestic law.

Introduction
◆ Justice Dikgang Moseneke, former Deputy Chief  Justice of  South Africa,    
 addressed a LKI Foreign Policy round table on “Economic, Social, Cultural   
 Rights: South Africa’s Experience and the International Context,” on 
 30 June 2017.
◆ The round table was attended by the High Commissioner of  South Africa,   
 members of  the Steering Committee of  the Constitutional Assembly, 
 members of  the Panel of  Experts appointed by the Constitutional 
 Assembly, officials of  the Prime Minister’s Office, the Commonwealth     
 Secretariat,  Chairperson of  the Human Rights Commission of  Sri Lanka,   
 heads of  think tanks, members of  academic institutions, and members of  the   
 private sector.
◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Dinusha Panditaratne, Executive    
 Director of  LKI.

Takeaways from Justice Moseneke’s Presentation

Reasons for including Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the South African 
Constitution

◆ South Africa’s democracy was facilitated by global support and solidarity.    
 This influenced the nation’s understanding of  international relations, from   
 which stem ESCR.
◆ Including ESCR in South Africa’s constitution was a way for the country to   
 transition from a ‘pariah’ state (under apartheid) to one aligned with 
 international law and norms.

“The fact that you write
entitlements into

your constitution,
is a directive,

not to the courts
in the first instance;

it’s a directive
to parliament

and the executive,
that you owe this

duty to your people.”
– Justice Dikgang Moseneke



36

◆ Apartheid left many South Africans vulnerable and in poverty, providing  
 a further rationale for incorporating ESCR into the constitution; ESCR  
 are included in South Africa’s constitution to ensure survival, rather than  
 ‘luxury.’
◆ ESCR were included to foster transparency and accountability in 
 post-apartheid South Africa.

The Role of  International Law in South African Jurisprudence

◆ South Africa continues to be inspired by humanitarian norms and    
 standards, and strives to incorporate these into its own constitutional   
 decisions.
◆ Customary international law is a part of  South African law unless it    
 contravenes South Africa’s constitution.
◆ South Africa’s constitutional courts track human rights treaties and other  
 laws around the world (for example, the European Union Charter of  
 Fundamental Rights), and consider how to incorporate those 
 developments into South  Africa’s understanding of  a just society.
◆ The chapter on fundamental rights (Bill of  Rights) in the constitution   
 requires courts to consider international law and permits courts to    
 consider foreign domestic law.
◆ Consistent with international law, the actual realisation of  ESCR is    
 subject to two concepts: (1) progressive realisation, and (2) subject to    
 available resources. For example:

 The government can say that it cannot realise the right now at    
   present, but will do so in the future (progressive realisation), or that it  
   does not have the resources to realise the right (subject to available   
   resources); and

If  the government argues the former (progressive realisation), it must  
   submit a plan that demonstrates how it will realise that right in 
   the future.
◆ The wording of  ESCR in the constitution provides additional limits. For  
 example, a person has a right to access housing, not a right to housing 
 per se. If  they can access housing with their own means, they are not   
 entitled to enforce the right i.e. they have to establish the need.

Critique of  including Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the Constitution

◆ It has been argued that ESCR allows courts to intrude on parliament’s   
 budgetary role.
◆ However, judicial decisions on ESCR operate at the periphery of  the   
 budgeting process. Courts do not stipulate that the budget must be 
 implemented in a certain way.
◆ Courts can only require the government to commit to a plan that will   
 deliver a public good, so as to realise an economic, social or cultural right  
 within a reasonable time.

Takeaways from the Discussion

Selection of  South African Judges

◆ In South Africa, the Judicial Service Commission selects candidates who  
 are suitable to become judges. The President of  South Africa then selects  
 from a list of  candidates provided by the Judicial Service Commission.
◆ Furthermore, selected judges need to abide by rules and regulations,   
 enforced by a Judicial Conduct Committee. For instance:

 No judge may become a member of  a political party;
 No judge may accept benefits/gifts, apart from the income that they  

   earn; and
 A judge must recuse himself  of  any matters where he/she is 

   in conflict.
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Sri Lankan Judicial Context and ESCR

◆ The potential for judicial overreach, especially given the uneven quality  
 of  senior judges, argues against giving judges more power to review laws  
 and policies set by an elected government (who can at least be voted out).
◆ An alternative to the current system of  limited judicial review under the  
 Sri Lankan constitution and the system of  full judicial review like in    
 South Africa is to allow judges to make ‘declarative’ pronouncements (as  
 opposed to directive pronouncements). 

◆ These would allow a court to declare that a law or policy is incon sistent  
 with a constitutional right, but  not invalidate that law or policy. Once a  
 court makes such a declarative pronouncement, it would be up to the   
 legislature or executive to change  the law or policy.
◆ Such a system is currently used in the UK, where judges can make a   
 declaration of  incompatibility under the Human Rights Act, when they 
 find a law inconsistent with the European Convention on Human Rights.  
 It is then up to parliament to amend the offending law, which in practice  
 it has consistently done.
◆ It is questionable, however, whether such a system would work in 
 Sri Lanka, given the political context and therefore the higher likelihood  
 that parliament would ignore the declarative pronouncement.
    
Sri Lankan Political Context and ESCR

◆ A major concern in Sri Lanka is the extent of  political discretion and   
 corruption.
◆ It is vital to develop a strong ‘separation of  powers’ between the 
 legislative, executive and judicial powers, so that each acts as a check and  
 balance on the other two powers.
◆ If  Sri Lanka has a system similar to countries like Norway, Sweden, and  
 Denmark, it may not need to have ESCR written into the constitution.

In Scandinavia, taxes are high but tax revenue gets distributed very  
   efficiently and is tightly managed.

This system results in a very big middle class and a largely equal   
   society. If  Sri Lanka develops a similar system, it would not be    
   necessary to include ESCR in the constitution.
 

                   



Three key takeaways from Professor Rüdiger Wolfrum’s 
presentation:

1. The law of  the sea is vital to regulating international relations. The sea is an   
 area in which all states communicate, and in which a single state cannot 
 dominate.
2. It is therefore essential that disputes between states are settled in a way that    
 preserves peace and good governance. The United Nations Convention on the   
 Law of  the Sea (UNCLOS) provides a mandatory dispute settlement 
 mechanism.
3. International law, and therefore also the law of  the sea, operates in a context 
 of  political change and cultural factors. For example, for the first time since the   
 establishment of  the International Court of  Justice (ICJ) in 1945, there is    
 currently no serving judge from the UK because of  political factors.

Introduction

◆ Professor Dr. Dres. h.c. Rüdiger Wolfrum, former Judge (1996-2017) and former  
 President (2005-2008) of  the International Tribunal for the Law of  the Sea,   
 addressed a LKI Foreign Policy round table on “The Dispute Settlement System  
 under UNCLOS: Current Trends,” on 7 December 2017.

◆ This round table was held in partnership with the Max Planck 
 Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of  Law.

◆ Among those attending were the Secretary to the Ministry of  Fisheries and    
 Aquatic Resources Development, a former Navy Commander of  Sri Lanka, 
 consultants to the Government of  Sri Lanka on issues of  international law,    
 former  Registrar of  the International Tribunal on the Law of  the Sea (ITLOS),  
 several President Counsels, senior academics, and representatives of  
 international organisations.

◆ The round table was moderated by Dr. Dinusha Panditaratne, 
 Executive Director of  LKI.

Takeaways from Professor Wolfrum’s Presentation
Importance of  the Law of  the Sea
 
◆ Understanding the law of  the sea requires awareness of  geomorphological,    
 geographic and technological issues.

 

Rüdiger Wolfrum on the Dispute 
Settlement System under UNCLOS:  
Current Trends
DECEMBER 2017
   “In today's dispute 

settlement system, 
very often someone 

feels like the loser. 
This is not the 

case when using 
conciliation 

committees and 
advisory opinions. 

Therefore, my 
personal preference 

is [to increase use of] 
these forms of  
procedure ..."

– Rüdiger Wolfrum
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◆ The necessity of  regulating freedoms of  the sea has long been recognised;  
 it was discussed by Hugo Grotius in his book ‘Mare Liberum’ or ‘The   
 Freedom of  the Seas.’
◆ The sea is the area of  communication between all states. Communication  
 must be promoted in international relations, and the sea cannot be    
 dominated by a single nation.
◆ It is impossible to dominate the sea in the same way that land can be   
 dominated. Certain stretches can be controlled, but not vast bodies of    
 water like the Indian Ocean.
◆ The freedom of  the seas must be regulated to preserve peace and good   
 governance. One of  the most elementary means of  doing this is through a  
 dispute settlement system.

The peaceful settlement of  disputes is also an internationally    
  recognised  obligation, reflected in the UN Charter.
    
Dispute settlement under UNCLOS
 
◆ UNCLOS provides a complex dispute settlement mechanism, under   
 Part XV and Annexes V, VI, and VII.
◆ When a state ratifies UNCLOS, it is automatically subsumed under the   
 dispute settlement system of  UNCLOS.

States’ participation in the dispute settlement system is mandatory.   
  However, UNCLOS provides states with the option of  choosing a 
  particular dispute settlement body, such as the ICJ.
◆ The relevant dispute settlement bodies can interpret and apply UNCLOS,  
 as well as other treaties related to the law of  the sea.
◆ In practice, judges can additionally invoke, interpret, cite, and use general  
 principles of  international law. ITLOS has done so frequently and this is  
 an accepted practice.
   
ITLOS Cases 
◆ ITLOS is the primary tribunal for disputes under UNCLOS. Judges are  
 proposed by governments, and most judges have backgrounds as 
 diplomatic or legal advisors.
◆ ITLOS is composed of  five judges from Asia and Africa, four judges from  
 Latin America, three from Eastern Europe, and three or four from    
 Western Europe.
◆ Most cases are generated from Africa and Asia and focus on maritime   
 delimitation.

The ICJ generally has compulsory jurisdiction with respect to cases   
  from Latin America, due to a pact among those countries.

Cases from European states are rare; this is likely due to each 
  country having an advanced legal system for dispute resolution.
  
Criticisms of  the Existing System

The dispute resolution system under UNCLOS is subject to the following critiques.
 
◆ The election of  judges at the UN is politicised.

Judges of  ITLOS are elected by state parties to UNCLOS, who    
  generally decide on candidates based on their professional qualities   
  and experience as well as the reputation of  their country.

More recently, however, additional political factors are being 
  considered that are unrelated to a candidate’s qualifications. A current  
  example is the recent non-election of  Sir Christopher Greenwood,   
  making it the first time that there will not be a UK judge on the ICJ.
◆ States respond in diverse ways to litigation.

Being summoned to an international tribunal can create tensions in   
  international relations. East Asian states, for example, may view the   
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  experience more negatively than those states where it is culturally   
  more acceptable to settle disputes in court.

We should, therefore, be careful about advocating for only one type of   
  dispute settlement system, and should acknowledge other systems that  
  are effective.
◆ States do not appear at the hearings.

Judgements and awards are binding, whether or not a state chooses to  
  appear at the hearing of  the case.

If  a state chooses not to appear, this leads to additional work for the   
  tribunal and disputes are not as satisfactorily settled.
 ◆ A state’s legal culture and the values and principles of  its legal system,   
 may not be adequately taken into account during dispute settlement.
 ◆ Most conflicts and cases are bilateral but nevertheless create international  
 interest and have international implications.

For example, the decision over whether an island in the Spratly Islands  
  is an island or a rock has ramifications for future international    
  dialogue and decisions.

Yet the views of  the international community are not sufficiently 
  represented in the dispute settlement proceedings

Future Trends: Advisory Opinions and the Conciliation Committee
 
◆ Given the inadequacies of  the present system, greater use should be made  
 of  the provisions in UNCLOS for advisory opinions and for a conciliation  
 committee.
◆ Advisory opinions are non-binding, while still providing persuasive    
 interpretations and recommendations. ITLOS has thus far issued one   
 advisory opinion.
◆ The conciliation committee draws on an integrated approach of     
 mediation and investigation, in which the involvement of  both parties   
 is key.
◆ The results of  the advisory opinions and conciliation committee are most  
 effective since they (1) allow many states to participate and present    
 arguments to the relevant forum; and (2) preserve the sovereignty of    
 states concerned.
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Hon. Laurent Fabius was the former Prime Minister of  France, serving in this capacity 
from 1984 to 1986. 

Hon. Fabius attended the National School of  Public Administration (ENA) and holds an 
Agrégation (highest teaching qualification in France) in French language and literature, 
subsequently joining the French Conseil d’Etat as an auditor and then as Master of  Requests. 
He was elected into the French National Assembly as Deputy for the Seine-Maritime 
Department, and served two terms as the President of  the National Assembly from 1988 to 
1992 and from 1997 to 2000.

He has also held several roles within the French government, including Foreign Minister. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Development, and Minister for Economy, 
Finance and Industry.

Hon. Fabius held the Presidency for the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(UNCCC) from 2015 to 2016, and currently serves as the President of  the French 
Constitutional Council as appointed by former French President François Hollande.
He is also the author of  numerous books and is a specialist in European affairs, international 
relations, and economic and financial issues. 

Hon. Laurent
Fabius

Dr. Razeen Sally is a Visiting Associate Professor at the Lee Kuan Yew School of  Public 
Policy at the National University of  Singapore. He is Chairman of  the Institute of  Policy 
Studies, the main economic-policy think tank in his native Sri Lanka, and Senior Adviser to 
Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, Sri Lanka’s Minister of  Finance. He is also a member of  the 
Legatum Institute’s Special Trade Commission, which advises the British government on 
Brexit trade strategy. Previously he taught at the London School of  Economics, where he 
received his PhD. He has been Director of  the European Centre for International Political 
Economy, a global-economy think tank in Brussels. 

He has held visiting research and teaching positions at Institut D’Etudes Politiques (Sciences 
Po) in Paris, the Australian National University, the University of  Hong Kong, the Institute 
of  Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore and Dartmouth College in the USA. He was also 
Chair of  the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Competitiveness. He is an 
Adjunct Scholar at the Cato Institute, on the advisory boards of  the Institute of  Economic 
Affairs (UK), the Centre for Independent Studies (Australia), and a member of  the Mont 
Pelerin Society.

His research and teaching focuses on global trade policy and Asia in the world economy. He 
has written on the WTO, FTAs and on different aspects of  trade policy in Asia. He has also 
written on the history of  economic ideas, especially the theory of  commercial policy. His new 
book on Sri Lanka will be published in 2018.

 Prof. Razeen
Sally
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Salma Ataullahjan was born in Mardan, Pakistan, in the northern province of  Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The daughter of  Saranjam Khan, a former Pakistani Senator, and grandniece 
of  Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (“Bacha Khan”), the leader of  a non-violent Muslim 
movement for independence from British rule, Ms. Ataullahjan attributes her political 
aspirations to the environment in which she grew up.
 
Ms. Ataullahjan was appointed to the Canadian Senate in the summer of  2010 as a 
representative for the province of  Ontario. As the first Canadian Senator of  Pakistani origin, 
she stands for the ethnic diversity of  all Canadians.
 
Ms. Ataullahjan has been actively involved in several organizations, notably in The Citizens 
Foundation, Canadian Pashtun Cultural Association, and South Asian Regional Council of  
Canada.
 
She is committed to issues affecting women and youth, having proposed several recognized 
studies for the Standing Senate Committee for Human Rights, namely one on women’s 
engagement in Afghanistan, cyberbullying of  children pursuant to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of  the Child, the rights of  garment workers in Bangladesh, and the 
recent study of  Syrian refugee resettlement in Canada.
 
Ms. Ataullahjan has also been an active member of  the Canadian Group of  the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), an international organization of  parliaments that holds 
the objective of  fostering contacts, coordination and the exchange of  experience among 
parliamentarians from 159 countries. She played a critical role in a landmark resolution on 
maternal, newborn and child health, the first time a resolution of  its kind was adopted by 
the IPU. Due to this, she was named the IPU’s Goodwill Ambassador for Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health.
 
At the international level for the IPU, she has also been an active member of  the executive of  
the Group of  the Twelve Plus and a member of  the Bureau for Women Parliamentarians. In 
the spring of  2017, she was also elected as a member to the IPU’s Committee on Middle 
East Questions. Until the fall of  2014, Ms. Ataullahjan served on the Executive Committee 
of  the IPU and held the position of  Chair for its Sub-Committee on Finance.

Hon. Salma 
Ataullahjan

Ms. Ratansi is a Member of  Parliament for the riding of  Don Valley East. She was 
first elected to parliament in 2004 and served until 2011. She was re-elected in 2015.
 
In her tenure from 2004 - 2011, she served in many executive capacities. She was the 
Liberal Caucus Deputy Whip, Vice Chair of  Procedure and House Affairs Committee, 
Chair of  the Standing Committee on Government Operations, Chair of  the Standing 
Committee on Status of  Women, and Vice Chair of  Public Accounts.
 
She has authored numerous committee reports, including on Economic Security for Women, 
Human Trafficking, Gender Budgeting, Accountability and Transparency in Government.
 
In the current session of  Parliament, Ms. Ratansi is the Vice Chair of  the Standing 
Committee on Government Operations, which oversees expenses of  all federal government 
departments and several Crown Corporations, including Canada Post. She is the Chair of  
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, which bridges the divide between various 
Commonwealth parliaments and shares best Westminster practices.
 
Ms. Ratansi is a sought-after speaker in the areas of  Gender Lens Budgeting, Governance 
and Accountability. She has helped parliamentarians in the developing world in 
implementing gender budgeting tools, and in strengthening their governance and 
transparency measures.
 
As an activist parliamentarian, she encourages young people to be actively engaged in social 
justice and civic issues. She works with multi-faith groups in promoting peace, harmony 
and respect for each other.
 
Ms. Ratansi is a Fellow of  the Chartered Professional Accountants (FCPA), a Certified 
Management Consultant (CMC) and a recipient of  numerous business and professional 
awards. She is the Vice Chair of  the Global Organization of  Parliamentarians Against 
Corruption (GOPAC).

Ms.Yasmin
Ratansi, MP
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Sultan Barakat is the Founding Director of  the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian 
Studies and a professor in politics and post-war recovery studies at the University of  York.  
Previously he served as Director of  Research at the Brookings Doha Centre. At the 
University of  York he founded and led the Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit 
between 1993 and 2014.

Barakat has over 25 years of  professional experience working on issues of  conflict 
management, humanitarian response, and post-conflict recovery and transition. He is 
regularly engaged in providing guidance as a Senior Adviser and Consultant to the United 
Nations, the World Bank, European Union, DFID, ILO, IFRC and a variety of  
governments and international non-
governmental organizations including CARE and Oxfam.  He has led major evaluations 
and programming initiatives in Afghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Jordan, 
Kosovo, Lebanon, Palestine, Philippines (Mindanao), Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan (Darfur), 
Syria,Uganda (Moyo and Adjumani) and Yemen. 

Professor Barakat serves on the Advisory Board of  the Humanitarian Policy Group at the 
Overseas Development Institute in London. He is a member of  the joint Economic and 
Social Research Council (ESRC) and the UK’ Department for International Development 
(DFID) Commissioning Panel for research on poverty reduction. Barakat was one of  the 
founding Expert Panel Members of  the Global Peace Index where he served between 2008 
and 2014.

 Prof. Sultan
Barakat

Dr. Harsha Vardhana Singh has worked for over three decades on international trade 
policy, development, infrastructure regulation and global governance. He is Executive 
Director, at Brookings India, and Senior Fellow of  the Council on Emerging Market 
Enterprises (Fletcher School). Dr. Singh was Deputy Director-General at World Trade 
Organization for eight years till 30th September 2013. His direct areas of  responsibility 
included trade in agriculture, services, trade and environment, technical barriers to trade, 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and electronic commerce.

In India, Dr. Singh was economic advisor and then secretary of  the Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of  India. Earlier, from mid-1985 he worked in GATT/WTO Secretariat for 
twelve years. He has taught at SIPA (Columbia University), Fletcher School (Tufts 
University), and Nan Kai University in China; been Senior Associate at International 
Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Senior Fellow at International 
Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), member of  Global Agenda Council on Trade 
and FDI 2014-2016 (WEF), chair/member of  high level policy committees, chair of  
WTO dispute settlement panels, and visiting faculty at research institutes on trade and 
regulation. He has a Ph.D. in Economics from Oxford University, where he went as a 
Rhodes Scholar from India.

Dr. Harsha
Vardhana Singh
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Dr. Ranee Jayamaha is currently the Lead Consultant (South Asia) at The World Bank 
Group; Member of  the Council of  the University of  Colombo; Member of  the Board of  the 
Faculty of  Graduate Studies, Virtual Centre and Staff  Development Centre-University of  
Colombo and;Director of  Overseas Realty (Ceylon) PLC and Mireka Capital Land (Pvt) 
Ltd.

Dr. Jayamaha has more than 45 years of  national and international experience in Banking 
and Finance, Payment and Settlement Systems, including E-Money Deployment, and Bank
Supervision and Regulation.  She has had a distinguished career of  nearly 38 years at the 
Central Bank of  Sri Lanka. During her tenure at the Central Bank, on release, she had 
served as the Secretary to the Presidential Commission on Finance and Banking, Advisor to 
the Ministry of  Finance, and Special Advisor (Economic) at the Commonwealth Secretariat, 
London, UK. In addition to her tasks at the Central Bank, she has been an Advisor on 
Payment Systems to the Central Banks of  the Eastern Caribbean Region; Bangladesh, 
Brunei, Bhutan, Iran, and the Maldives; a member of  the World Bank’s Global Payment 
Systems Survey Advisor to the G-8 Remittance Group; and Member of  the General Payment 
System Guidelines Committee of  the Bank for International Settlements. She retired in 2009 
as the Deputy Governor in charge of  Financial System Stability of  the Central Bank. 

Dr. Jayamaha serves as an international resource person at the South East Asian Central 
Bank Training Centre; George Washington University, USA; UNU Asia & Pacific Centre, 
and De La Rue plc, UK.

Dr. Jayamaha was a Presidential Advisor on Banking in 2009-2015 and served as 
Chairperson of  the Hatton National Bank for 4 years. She has more than 30 national and 
internationalpublications to her credit. In 2014, Dr. Jayamaha authored “The Money 
Pipeline - A Pillar of  Financial Stability,” the first book written on payments systems 
in Sri Lanka.                 

Dr. Ranee
Jayamaha

Dr. Ganeshan Wignaraja is the Chair of  the Global Economy Programme (supported by 
Dilmah) at LKI. He also serves as a member of  the Task Force on the Freedom of  
Navigation in the Indian Ocean, chaired by the Hon. Prime Minister, and a member of  the 
Monetary Policy Consultative Committee of  the Central Bank of  Sri Lanka.

Prior to his appointment at LKI, he worked at a senior level in international organisations 
and the private sector in Asia and the UK over the last 25 years. He was based at the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) in the Philippines, since 2004, and was most recently Advisor to 
the Office of  the Chief  Economist in Manila. He was previously the Director of  Research 
of  the ADB Institute in Tokyo and Head of  Trade, Competitiveness and Enterprise Strategy 
at Maxwell Stamp PLC in London.

He has also held positions at the Commonwealth Secretariat, the OECD, the University of  
Oxford, the Overseas Development Institute and the United Nations. He has directed projects 
in over 30 developing countries (including Asia, Africa and Latin America) and has been a 
technical lead on government-led projects with the UK, Japan, China, Singapore, Australia, 
and New Zealand.

Dr. Wignaraja has published 18 books on trade, regional infrastructure, macroeconomics 
and economic development, including, “Production Networks in East Asia: Industry and 
Firm-level Analysis.”

 Dr. Ganeshan
Wignaraja
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 Dr. S.
Narayan

Dr. S. Narayan served as the Finance and Economic Affairs Secretary of  the Government 
of  India, as well as Secretary to the Departments and Ministries of  Revenue, Petroleum, 
Industrial Development and Coal. Dr. Narayan has nearly four decades of  public sector 
experience, from 1965 to 2004, in both the central and state governments of  India. He also 
served as Economic Adviser to former Indian Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and 
was responsible for implementing the economic policies of  over 30 ministries, including 
Finance, Commerce & Industry, Petroleum, Agriculture and Shipping. His policy expertise 
includes formulating macroeconomic policies, tariff  and taxation policies, as well as 
initiatives to modernise capital markets. Dr. Narayan is a regular contributor to the national 
media of  India and is also a visiting faculty member at several institutions, including the Lal 
Bahadur Shastri National Academy, Mussoorie.

Mrs. Grace Asirwatham, a senior member of  the Sri Lanka Foreign Service (SLFS), was 
appointed to the post of  State Secretary of  the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs in October 2017. 
Mrs. Asirwatham has held senior positions in the Ministry, the most recent being the 
Additional Secretary for Economic Affairs and Trade, West (Political Affairs), and the 
Middle East and Africa. Previously, she has served as Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to Nepal 
and The Netherlands, and in other positions in Sri Lankan Missions in Germany and 
Pakistan. Mrs. Asirwatham has also held the post of  Deputy Director-General of  the 
Organisation for the Prohibition of  Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague, 
Netherlands.

 Mrs.Grace
Asirwatham

Dr. Shiro Armstrong is an economist and Fellow at the Crawford School of  Public Policy. 
He is Co-Director of  the Australia-Japan Research Centre, Editor of  the East Asia Forum, 
Director of  the East Asian Bureau of  Economic Research, and Research Associate at the 
Center on Japanese Economy and Business at the Columbia Business School.

Dr. Armstrong is a recipient of  an Australian Government Endeavour Research Fellowship, 
Gary Saxonhouse Prize Fellowship for Japanese Economics, Crawford Award for best 
research paper on the Japanese Economy, Japan Foundation Fellowship, Pacific Trade and 
Development Conference (PAFTAD) Fellowship, Vice-Chancellor’s Staff  Excellence Award 
for Public Policy and Outreach and twice the Vice Chancellor’s Award for Innovation and 
Excellence in Service Quality. 

He has been a Visiting Fellow at the Center on Japanese Economy and Business at 
Columbia University, the John F Kennedy School of  Government at Harvard University, 
China Centre for Economic Research at Peking University and the University of  Tokyo.

Dr. Shiro
Armstrong
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Hon.Prof. Nobert Lammert was the former President of  the German Bundestag, serving in 
this position from 2015 to 2017.

Having completed military service from 1967 to 1969, Hon. Lammert completed his 
tertiary studies in political science, sociology, modern history and social economy at the 
Universities of  Bochum and Oxford, England. He has lectured at numerous academies, 
foundations, associations and companies throughout his professional career, and is currently a 
lecturer in political science and honorary professor at the Ruhr-Universität Bochum. Since 
2001, he is also the Deputy Chairman at the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.

Hon. Lammert has been a member of  the Christian Democratic Union of  Germany (CDU) 
since 1966 and has held a variety of  positions within the party throughout his life, including 
Chairman of  the CDU District Association Ruhr. He was also a Member of  the City 
Council Bochum from 1975 to 1980.

Hon. Lammert has been a member of  the Bundestag since 1980, having formerly held the 
positions of  Vice President and President of  the German Bundestag. He has also held many 
other iconic roles: Federal Government Coordinator for Aerospace; Parliamentary State 
Secretary to the Federal Ministers of  Education and Science, Economics, and Transport; and 
Chairman of  the CDU National Group North Rhine-Westphalia.

Hon. Lammert also has published numerous works in the fields of  party research and 
socio-economic problems.

Hon. Prof. Nobert
Lammert

Mr. Md. Shahidul Haque has served as Foreign Secretary of  the Government of  
Bangladesh since January 2013. Prior to becoming Foreign Secretary, Mr. Haque worked in 
the Bangladesh Missions in London, Bangkok and Geneva and served at the International 
Organisation on Migration (IOM) on lien from the Government of  Bangladesh from 2001 
to 2012. 

During his tenure at the IOM, Mr Haque dealt with international migration policy, and 
served as the Regional Representative for the Middle-East and South Asia. In recognition of  
his outstanding and committed service to the IOM, Mr. Haque received the IOM Director 
General’s award in 2005.

Mr. Haque obtained an M.A. in International Relations from the Fletcher School of  Law 
and Diplomacy in the US, and received an honourable mention in the Robert B. Steward 
Prize for high academic achievement. He was also awarded the Dhaka University 
Chancellor’s Award, the Grants Commission Award, and the Chancellor’s Gold Medal for 
his outstanding academic accomplishments.

Mr. Haque's areas of  academic interests range from migration and climate change, to trade 
and human rights issues. His articles on migration and human trafficking issues have been 
published in various national and international journals.

Mr. Md. Shahidul
Haque
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Pablo de Greiff  currently serves as the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion of  truth, 
justice, reparation and guarantees of  non-recurrence, and is part of  the Special Procedures of  
the Human Rights Council.

From 2001 to 2014, he was Director of  Research at the International Centre for 
Transitional Justice (ICTJ). Since 2015, he is the Senior Fellow and Director of  the 
Transitional Justice Program at the Centre for Human Rights and Global Justice at the 
School of  Law, New York University (NYU). Formerly, he has also held the Laurence S. 
Rockefeller fellowship at the Centre for Human Values, Princeton University, alongside a 
fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Mr. de Greiff  has extensive experience in education, having lectured across Europe and the 
Americas, notably at Yale, Columbia, Harvard, Cornell, NYU, and the European University 
Institute. He was the associate professor with tenure in the Philosophy department at the 
State University of  New York at Buffalo, where he taught ethics and political theory.

Mr. de Greiff  has worked with different transitional justice bodies across the world and has 
provided advice to a number of  Governments and multilateral institutions on international 
policy, transitional justice, and on the linkages between justice, security and development. He 
has also worked with victims’ organizations, truth commissions and numerous 
non-governmental organisations worldwide.

With an extensive list of  publications on transitions to democracy, democratic theory, and the 
relationship between morality, politics, and law, Mr. de Greiff  is currently on the board of  
editors of  the International Journal of  Transitional Justice and of  several book series related 
to the above topics.

Judge Dikgang Moseneke obtained a Bachelor of  Arts in English and Political Science, a B 
Juris Degree, and a Bachelor of  Laws from the University of  South Africa. 

He was admitted as an attorney in 1978 and practised for five years as an attorney and 
partner at the law firm ‘Maluleke, Seriti and Moseneke.’ In 1983, he joined the Pretoria 
Bar, and was awarded senior counsel status ten years later. In 1995, Judge Moseneke left 
the Bar to enter the corporate world where he held positions such as the Chairperson of  
Telkom South Africa Limited, Chairperson of  the African Merchant Bank, and Chairperson 
of  Metropolitan Life Ltd among many others.

Among his notable achievements, Judge Moseneke served on the technical committee that 
drafted the Interim Constitution of  1993, and helped conduct South Africa’s first democratic 
elections as Deputy Chairperson of  the Independent Electoral Commission. In 2001 he was 
appointed as a Judge to the High Court in Pretoria, by then President Thabo Mbeki, and he 
was appointed as Justice of  the Constitutional Court. In June 2005, he became Deputy 
Chief  Justice of  the Republic of  South Africa, and retired from that position in May 2016.

Judge Moseneke recently published a book titled “My Own Liberator” which records his 
journey as one of  the country’s most respected legal minds. He has also published several 
academic papers in law journals at home and abroad.

Justice Dikgang
Moseneke

Mr. Pablo 
de Greiff
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Prof. Rüdiger
Wolfrum

Professor Dr. Dres. h.c. Rüdiger Wolfrum has over four decades of  legal experience, with 
aparticular focus on international law and the law of  the sea. He has been Managing 
Director of  the Max Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of  Law in 
Heidelberg, Germany, since its inception in 2013, before which he was Director at the 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law. Professor 
Wolfrum also served as a judge at the International Tribunal for the Law of  the Sea for 
over twenty years until 2017 and was its President between 2005 and 2009. In addition, 
for the final two years of  the UNCLOS negotiations, between 1980 and 1982, he acted 
as the German representative.

Professor Wolfrum has participated in numerous national and international councils and
academies, such as the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of  Racial 
Discrimination and the Institut de Droit International. He has also acted as arbitrator in 
many significant cases, including the ‘Atlantic Scandinavian Herring Arbitration’ (The 
Kingdom of  Denmark in Respect of  the Faroe Islands vs. The European Union), and is 
part of  the Conciliation Commission between The Democratic Republic of  Timor-Leste 
and The Commonwealth of  Australia. Since 2016, he has been acting as a UN mediator 
in Darfur.

Between 2005 and 2009 Professor Wolfrum served as the President of  the German 
Society of  International Law. He holds honorary degrees from the Russian Academy of  
Sciences, the Mongolian Shihutug Law College, the University of  Hamburg, and the 
University of  Pretoria. In 2008, he was awarded the Great Cross of  Merit of  the Federal 
Republic of  Germany. Professor Wolfrum completed his legal studies in Tübingen and 
Bonn and he received his doctorate in 1973.
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